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Gabon 


Opposition Parties Claim Electoral Irreguiarities 


AB2310163590 Libreville Africa No.1 in French 
1830 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Recorded passages in italics] 


[Excerpts] Election returns are trickling in at the Min- 
istry of Territorial Administration. [passage omitted] 


Here ts a review by Jean-Valere Mbinamanza: 


[Mbinamanza] We have made little progress in compar- 
ison to yesterday's results at the end of the vote. How- 
ever, there are a few significant signs concerning results 
for the major parties running in the country’s legislative 
elections. First, very few candidates have so far been 
elected immediately. It should be recalled that on 16 
September, 58 of the 129 seats of the National Assembly 
were filled at the first round of the elections. This simply 
indicates that this time, the elections were highly con- 
tested, thus showing the promotional work that has been 
done since the 16 September vote. 


At the provincial level, beginning with Estuary Province, 
where we are now, three parties have achieved almost the 
same results. They are the Gabonese Democratic Party 
[PDC], the ruling party; MORENA [National Recovery 
Movement] Lumberjack; and the Gabonese Party for 
Progress [PGP]. It should be recalled that 18 seats are to be 
filled in Estuary Province. This is important, because this 
is the province with the largest number of seats to be filled. 


In (Anienga) Province, the PGP is slightly ahead, with 
the PDG and MORENA Lumberjack a close second. 
The situation is the same in Ogooue Maritime. The PDG 
achieved a poor score on 16 September, but managed to 
close the gap with lawyer (Agondjo)’s party. 


In Woleu-Ntem Province in the north, the trends 
observed on 16 September occured again. The two 
MORENA'’s—Lumberjack and Original—were both 
ahead and managed to score heavily. They even won by 
80 percent in some cases. This is very significant in these 
elections during which we have seen [word indistinct] 
results, notably in Estuary Province. 


These are the partial results, and with returns still 
coming in at the Ministry of Territorial Administration, 
we may be able to give you a more realistic picture by 
this evening. [passage omitted] 


Following yesterday's voting, we have obtained imme- 
diate reactions from party officials. They range from 
claims of fraud to refusals to take pari in the second 
round of the elections. First, here is what (Oba Mela), the 
campaign director of the Association for Socialism in 
Gabon [APSG], had to say: 


[(Mela)] We are not quite satisfied; we are not happy at 
all. In a few polling centers, things went fairly well. 
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Though we fared well in comparison with the 16 September 
polls, we are not fully satisfied since we saw irregularities at 
most polling cevters. Therefore, the APSG stands against this 
poor organization, which was intentional. 


The MORENA Lumberjack concurs with the APSG. 
However, Father Paul Mba Abessole expressed his dis- 
content and announced that his party will not take part 
in the second round of the elections: 


[Abessole] We cannot accept such elections. Decisions were 
made with the government and we thought they would be 
implemented. This has not been the case, notably concerning 
the transfer of people, an issue about which we had made a 
decision. We had agreed to set up Mlockades so that people 
would not move from one area to another. But people moved 
around freely and unconstrained. 


Here is the reaction of (Leonard Adjembe), the admin- 
istrative secretary of the PDG, the ruling party, which is 
currently ahead in the elections. According to him, 
yesterday's elections went well: 


[Adjembe] Organization and security markedly improved 
this time. Unfortunately there was fraud once again. We 
told the minister of territorial administration that we had 
some reservations concerning a few polling centers 
because a large number of aur followers did not vote. 
Hundreds of activists have not been able to do so. Thus, 
these are not acts of negligence or mistakes. We sincerely 
helieve that some parties have certainly been infiltrated by 
agents. Thus, with the use of parallel electoral lists, they 
prevented our electorate from voting. 


To conclude, let us now hear the reaction of lawyer 
(Agondjo Okawe), the PGP leader. Here is what he 
thought of the organization of the polling in Port Gentil 
and Libreville: 


{(Okawe)] Jn Ogooue Maritime, a scandal at the Tiengo 
polling center, in the (Ngoe) River area, was prompted by 
the fact that some people who did not reside there tried to 
vote. In Libreville, transfers of people were also observed. 
We even found new handwritter, electoral lists and youths 
who were regularly registered being denied their voter 
cards. This took place in the (Anienga) area. Thus, a large 
number of our activists could not vote 


* Fraud ‘May’ Dissipate Windfall Oil Profits 
91AFOOS6A Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Sep 90 p 8 


[Article by Catherine Simon: “Gabon: After the May 
Riots: Windfall Oil Profits Thanks to the Gulf Crisis”] 


[Text] Port-Gentil—As they sweat in their khak» berets, 
only fleetingly do the two young soldiers, the one 
perched on the roof of the French consulate, the other 
standing in the courtyard, disturb the large oranye-faced 
lizards slowly romping at the foot of the bandamiers. 
Calm has long since returned to the streets of Port- 
Gentil. At the beginning of July, the French contingent, 
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which had been called in as reinforcements at the time of 
the May riots, was reduced to half its size. Diplomatic 
sources state that today only one company remains next 
to the sixth marine infantry battalion, or about 500 men. 


The first round of legislative elections naturally led to a 
scathing controversy. But not the slightest hint of mob anger 
has surfaced either here or in Libreville. At the seaside 
marke: place, where fish slices, the bodies of dead monkeys, 
and style 501 jeans are sold side by side, a radio blares out 
its reirain of news, informing passersby of all the latest 
twists and turns in the electoral saga. Not far from the 
presidential residence, whose charred ruins look onto an 
ocean dotted with derricks, someone has written this prag- 
matic graffiti: “Vote Esso!” 


Gabon’s financial capital, the queen of this black gold 
that accounts for more than 70 percent of the country’s 
export revenues, has only suffered slightly from May's 
disturbances. It is said the Elf-Gabon company, which 
had suspended its production for three or four days, and 
certain of its contracts are supposed to fall due in March, 
is stirring up rumors and covetous feelings. 


Profits Fleeing Abroad 


Oil activity, which many believed had been threatened by 
the drop in the price of a barrel since the end of 1985, has 
been given a redeeming boost by the Gulf crisis. Shell- 
Gabon, Elf's main competitor, which will produce between 
148 and 150,000 barrels a day in 1990, hopes it will 
significantly increase its 1991 production. The skyrock- 
eting price of oil, which has proved to be a genuine 
catastrophe for most African countries, is a windfall for 
Gabon. According to some experts, assuming a price of 
$25 per barrel, profits could reach 150 billion CFA 
[African Financial Community] francs for 1990: this, in 
theory, would be enough to cover this year’s budget deficit. 


But the habits peculiar to the Gabonese economy lead 
one to suspect that this will not be the case at ali. In 1990, 
“institutional” fraud is reported to have reached almost 
290 billion CFA francs, or almost one-quarter of GDP. 
Profits from oil or the import-export business flee more 
easily into foreign bank accounts than they land in the 
state treasury. Even if we are again seeing some upstarts 
“take the plane to Paris to buy some cigarettes,” increas- 
ingly the blatant luxury exhibited here and there by the 
ruling class is not well tolerated by a population which, 
while not being destitute, nevertheless dreams of a more 
equitable share of the wealth. 


There is no other meaning to the faltering victory of the 
multiparty political system and the pressures in favor o} 
democracy save the sense that regions (and ethnic groups), 
which had been pushed aside until now, can have a more 
rightful place in the march towards the good life. 
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Rwanda 


President Meets OAU Official on Situation 


EA2310171590 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
0430 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] In the framework of the search for a peaceful 
solution to the difficult situation we are currently facing, 
the president of the Republic last night received the 
OAU assistant secretary general in charge of political 
affairs, Mr. Yilma Tadese. After talks which lasted more 
than an hour and a half, Mr. Tadesc declared that he had 
come in order to examine the sitvation here. He has held 
two meetings with Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the 
Ugandan president and current OAU chairman, as well 
as our head of state. Mr. Yilma Tadese furthermore 
declared himself optimiistic about an imminent cease- 
fire, given that the two conflicting sides had already 
made, according to him, very favorable arrangemenis. 
Mr. Tadese was also carrying a message of sympathy to 
our country following this armed attack by elements 
from Uganda. 


Radio Views Ugandan NRA Role in Attack 


EA2310221790 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Excerpts] On the eve of discussions to be held by all 
those who are concerned with the problem of the refu- 
gees, it is important to define clearly some words such as 
rebellion, opposition, civil war, internal affairs or 
external aggression. Listen to Son Baraza: 


{Baraza] During the attack perpetrated against Rwanda by 
National Resistance Army [NRA, of Uganda] elements 
from Ugandan territory, international epinion had difficul- 
ties in describing the aggression. [passage omitted] 


There is no genuine civil war in Rwanda. The whole 
population is going about its daily business normally. 
Just after the 1959 social revolution, which gave rise to 
numerous Tutsi refugees, armed gangs attempted on 
three occasions to return by force, but were repulsed by 
the National Guard. Each time, however, the trap of 
Hutu-Tutsi hatred expanded throughout the territory 
with renewed force. 


Today, that is not the case at all. The whole country is 
calm. Yes, the old ethnic demons did reappear in a 
commune in the north of the country, owing to a lack of 
vigilance on the part of local officials who have, inciden- 
tally, been arrested. Everything is now back to normal. In 
town, as well as in the countryside, nobody is worried 
because he is a Tutsi. 


Numerous Tutsis have been released [words indistinct]. 
It is thus wrong to talk about civil war or internal 
problems in Rwanda. [passage omitted] 


The Rwandan refugees’ armed branch originates from 
the creation of the NRA by the president of the Republic 
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of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, who had also recruited 
Rwandan refugees to his army. The Kampala victory of 
President Museveni, who was in fact helped by merce- 
naries of Rwandan origin, put it in the mind of the latter 
that they constituted a force with which Kigali would 
have to reckon. That they come carrying arms in their 
hands is beyond all understanding [words indistinct]. 
That they come, what is more, from a foreign army 
within which some of them held high-ranking posts—for 
example [rebel leader] Fred Rwigyema, who was 
Uganda's national deputy defense minister, that is to say 
the number two after Museveni in the Ugandan Army. 
More than intruders, they are considered in Kigali to be 
aggressors whose Rwandan nationality is rather ques- 
tionable, as a returning refugee docs not begin by 
attacking his couniry. 


When army deserters attack a foreign country and their 
own country lets them do it, this constitutes an attack on 
a country by another country, or at least an act of 
external agression. Otherwise, the issue would not have 
been referred to the Security Council. 


Rebels Say Fighting Continues; Leader Comments 


AB2310115890 Paris AFP in English 1028 GMT 
23 Oct 90 


[By David Chazan] 


[Excerpts] Kagitumba, rebel-held Rwanda, Oct 23 
(AFP)}—Rwandan rebels accept a government ceasfire 
offer but rule out a withdrawal of their forces from 
north-east Rwanda, a rebel spokesman said here 
Tuesday [23 Oct]. 


Major Peter Bayingana said: “We have accepted a cease- 
fire in principle. We haven't put up any condition yet 
and we haven't worked out the details. We expect that it 
could take effect by the end of this week or next week.” 


But he said there was no question of the rebels with- 
drawing from their positions, as demanded by Rwandan 
President Juvenal Habyarimana. “We can't withdraw, 
most of us are deserters from the Ugandan Army and we 
can’t go back to Uganda.” 


But in Belgium, the former colonial power which has 
tried to help resolve the cunflict, the Rwandan Ambas- 
sador in Brussels Francois Ngarukiyintwali said his 
government stood firm on a rebel withdrawal back into 
Uganda before any ceasefire went into effect. “Concern- 
ing the ceasefire, the government feels that the rebels 
must first withdraw from Rwandan territory. This is an 
absolute condition,” he said Tuesday. 


A Brussels spokesman for the rebel Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF), Jean-Baptiste Ndahumba, repeated the 
rebels’ rejection of this condition. 


He told Belgium radio that it was “totally unacceptable 
that we leave our own country.” He accused the govern- 
ment of not wanting to negotiate and of seeking “round- 
about ways to refuse negotiations” with the rebels. We 
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will never agree to return to Uganda and disarm. We 
have the means to continue this war.... From the 
moment the government refuses conditions for negotia- 
tions, we will be forced to continue the war,” he said. 


Maj. Bayingana, meanwhile, said the rebels “welcome 
the new mediation role of Belgium” but maintained their 
demands that the more than 500 Belgian and 300 French 
paratroopers sent to Rwanda to protect Belgian and 
French nationals leave the country. 


Belgian Prime Minister Wilfred Martens, who arrived in the 
Ugandan capital of Kampala on Monday on his second 
peace mission to the region, has deployed intense diplo- 
matic efforts to achieve a solution to the Rwandan conflict. 


“Fighting continued Tuesday,” Maj. Bayingana said. 
“Rwandan military helicopters attacked two rebel bases, 
slightly injuring two rebel! fighters.” 


The rebels have advanced about 80 km (50 miles) from 
the Ugandan border towards the Rwandan capital of 
Kigali, capturing the garrison of Gabiro and the town of 
Kabarore. Rebel forces pushing west of the main 
southern fromt have captured the town of Nyagatare, 
some 15 km (9 miles) from the Ugandan border, Maj. 
Bayingana said. He said fighting was continuing near 
Kabarore and Nyagatare. 


The statement by Maj. Bayingana, a senior commander 
of the Rwandan Patriotic Front which invaded Rwanda 
from neighbouring Uganda more than three weeks ago, 
confirmed Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni's 
announcement late Monday that the rebels had agreed to 
a ceasefire. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Burundi President Major Pierre Buyoya left 
Bujumbura Tuesday morning for Gbadolite in Zaire for 
talks on the Rwandan crisis with Mr. Habyarimana and 
Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko, official sources in 
Bujumbura said. 


Mr. Buyoya is president of two regional groups, the 
Economic Community of the Great Lakes Countries 
(CEPGL), which includes these three countries, and the 
Organization for the Management and Development of 
the Kagera River Basin, which groups Burundi, Rwanda, 
Uganda and Tanzania. The Burundi president has 
already sent envoys to Rwanda, Zaire, Uganda and 
Tanzania over the crisis, but the sources said the Ghad- 
olite meeting was requested by Marshal Mobutu. 


Rebels State Conditions for Cease-Fire, Talks 


AB2410112490 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems that the summit meeting on the Rwandan 
war at Mwanza in Tanzania last week between Presi- 
dents Museveni of Uganda, Mwinyi of Tanzania, and 
Habyarimana of Rwanda may at last be bearing fruit. 
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After those talks last Wednesday [17 Oct], President 
Habyarunana said he wouk! be willing to abide by a 
cease-fire and, yesterday, President Museveni 
announced that the rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front, 
which invaded Rwanda from Uganda at the start of this 
month, had also agreed, in principle, to stop fighting. On 
the line, Julian Marshal asked Patriotic Front 
spokesman, Hassan Kamali, whether that was, in fact, 
the case? 


[Begin recording] [Kamali] Well, the case is that we have 
communicated to President Mwinyi and President 
Museveni our acceptance of the cease-fire, that is in 
principle. | am not sure about the situation with Habya- 
rimana yet. 


{Marshal} Are there other conditions attached at all to 
your agreeing to a cease-fire? 


[Kamali] Yes, we have put a few conditions, very min- 
imal type of conditions. The first one being that we 
should require all the foreign troops to withdraw from 
Rwandan territory before the cease- fire goes in place. 
We also asked that political talks, discussions on political 
issues Cropping into the problem, should begin within 
three weeks of a cease-fire. And we also have asked the 
Rwandan Government to demonstrate the sincerity in 
the negotiations, and we will be judging the progress of 
the discussions and if all this is not demonstrated then 
we will resume military operations. 


[Marshal] Wren you say that you are asking Rwandan Gov- 
ernment to demonstrate their sincerity, what do you mean” 


[Kamali] What we mean is that in the past we have 
observed that Habyarimana has always tended to try and 
sidestep the issues. And one demonstration is that when 
he goes into international fora, he is always talking about 
refugees, and he is not talking about the internal political 
problems, while this should take precedence over the 
refugee question. 


[Marshal] As I understand it, President Habyarimana’s 
position is that he would like the rebels to get out of 
Rwanda before any peace talks start. Now, what do you 
feel about that? 


[Kimli] Well, our position is clear. We will not get out 
of Rwanda and that means that this can block the talks. 


[Marshal] You have also, in the past, asked for President 
Habyarimana to stand down, or at the very least, you are 
not prepared to talk to him as an individual, but you are 
prepared to speak to the party boss. Does that remain 
your position? 


[Kimali] No, that does not remain our position. We have 
modified that position, and we are prepared to discuss 
with the government in Kigali, whoever is represented, 
including Habyarimana. [end recording] 
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Reportage on Habyarimana’s Visit to France 
WA2310183890 


For reportage on the visit by President Habyarimana to 
France, including reports on his talks with President 
Mitterrand regarding the rebel incursion into Rwanda, 
see the FRANCE section of the 23 October West Europe 
DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Zaire 


CEPGL Summit on Rwanda Begins in Gbadolite 


EA2310194290 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 23 Oct 99 


[Text] The diplomatic campaign aimed at finding a 
solution to the crisis in Rwanda and restoring peace in 
this country is at its height. The three heads of state of 
the Economic Community of Great Lakes Countries 
[(CEPGL—Rwanda, Burundi and Zaire] are at this very 
hour holding consultations in Ghadolite, Zaire. 


Beigian Prime Minister Wilfmed Martens (?is) in Kam- 
pala in an attemyt to find a peaceful solution to the 
Rwandan conflict. 


Classes To Resume at Lubumbashi ‘Next’ Year 


AB2210224590 Dakar PANA in French 
1584 GMT 20 Oct 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 20 Oct (AZAP/PANA)}—At a weekly 
meeting yesterday, the Zairian Government confirmed 
that classes would resume at the University of Lubum- 
bashi (Shaba, southeast of the country) during the next 
academic year. 


The government, which did not fix un exact date for the 
beginning of classes, decided to send an evaluation 
mission at the end of October to inspect the condition of 
the institution, the status of the rehabilitation work, and 
the harmonization of the academic calender with offi- 
cials of the university. 


The University of Lubumbashi was closed down, it is 
recalled, following incidents 11-12 May on the university 
campus. 


* Mobutu’s Mounting Political Problems Viewed 


91AFO00S2A London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 14 Sep 90 pp 1-2 


[Words in bold type and italics as published; quotation 
marks as published] 


[Text] Zaire has been in the grip of its first ever civil 
service strike since independence in 1960. As Africa 
Confidential went to press, the strike was eniering its 
eleventh week. Wit’\ the country’s administration paral- 
ysed, discontent was spreading fast. Nursing, adminis- 
trative and some medical staff in Kinshasa hospitals 
began an open strike on 24 August, while the capital 


FBIS-AFR-93-206 
24 October 1990 


came to a standstill oa 29 August when petrol distribu- 
te *- ypped work for a day. This month, teachers began 
the academic year by attending school but refusing to 
teach. 


In his historic 24 April speech (AC Vol 31 No 10), President 
Mobetu Sese Seko had announced the advent of political 
pluralism, with the ruling Mouvement populaire de la revo- 
lution (MPR) [People’s Movement of the Revolution] losing 
its monopoly. This separation of party and state encouraged 
civil servants to expect big salary mses, on the grounds that 
the government would no jonger pay for the sprawling party 
apparatus. They promptly demanded massive increases, 
reaching 500 percent for the lowest-paid. The transitional 
government headed by Lunda Bulule agreed to a maximum 
of 100 percent. 


The argument seems academic since the treasury is empty. 
The premier has no control over expenditure undertaken by 
the head of state. Members of the MPR's dissolved central 
committee received redundancy payments equivalent to six 
months’ salary. This was 2 sormal procedure for departing 
cabinet ministers, although the system has now been wid- 
ened. Former MPR Secretary General Kithima Bin 
Ramazani, for instance, had a monthly salary of 30 million 
Zaires, according to Zairean press reports. This would have 
given him a goiden handshake of 180 mn. Zaires. Outgoing 
ministers and senior party officials also received such pay- 
menis. Mobutu released 25,000 mn. Zaires from the central 
bank to pay for the operations. During his visit to Lubum- 
bashi for the military parade marking the 30th anniversary 
of independence on 30 June, he also gave traditional chiefs 
a sum of 30 mn. Zaires each. Other figures also benefitted 
from this largesse, including some close relatives of ex- 
foreign minister Nguza Karl-Il-Bond, who is once again 
becoming a leading opposition figure. 


The president has been encouraging the creation of as 
many parties as possible. Over 60 parties have applied 
for registration at the Supreme Court of Justice and 
more requests are expected. The court president, Maitre 
Kamanda wa Kamanda, a presidential confidani, has 
even set up his own party, the Front commun des 
nationalistes (Nationalists’ Common Front-FCN). Next 
January's primary elections, where electors will vote for 
parties, not candidates, are designed to reduce this 
number to the three allowed under Mobutu's vision of 
pluralism. There is fierce opposition to this system, 
which has been dubbed ‘multi-Mobutism’. 


Zaire’s political class is in such confusion that it is difficult 
to tell who is in opposition and who is not. The MPR itself 
has been re-baptised Mouvement populaire pour le renow- 
veau (Popular Movement for Renewal, instead of Revolu- 
tion). It is also divided into different factions, the two most 
imp.riant being led by Nsinga Udjue and Wundaawe te 
Pe.aans, 2 close relative of Mobutu's. 
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The leading opposition party, the Union pour la 
democratie et le progres social (UDPS) [Union for 
Democracy and Aocial Progress] is also in complete 
disarray. Two of its main leaders, Etienne Tshisekedi wa 
Mulamba and Marcel Lihat, have announced the party 
is joining the transitional government. They have 
requested the defence and interior portfolios for the 
party and Lihau has said he ts personally ready to accept 
a ministerial post. Both had previously de-lared that the 
UDPS would never join such a government and had 
demanded Mobutu'’s immediate resignation. Negotia- 
tions are continuing. 


There is confusion and anger among party members. Al a 
stroke the UDPS has lost all the credibility it had steadily 
built up during ten years of fierce opposition. This has 
damaged the whole opposition. It has even thrown into 
doubt the national conference planned by opposition par- 
ties. Some groups argue that only organisations existing 
before 24 Apnil should be admitted to the conference. This 
is of course unacceptable to the dozens of parties founded 
since Mobutu's speech. At a 3! August news conference in 
Kinshasa to issue a joint manifesto on behalf of 38 opposi- 
tion parties, [leo Nsongo Amba and Kari-l-Bond were 
among veteran politicians prominent in calling for a 
national political conference, a new constitution and an 
interim government. 


Kari-l-Bond was involved in an incident at the end of 
August which gave the leader of the new Parti des 
republicains independents some extra publicity on his 
arrival! in Brussels for 4 week's visit on | September - the 
day after the Kinshasa news conference. He complained 
he had been preven‘>d from leaving the country a week 
earlier, on 24 August, on the grounds that he was using a 
diplomatic passpor, which, along with all such passports, 
should have been handed in to the government at the 
beginning of August. He held no such passport, he said, 
proferring an ordinary passport to make his point. Africa 
Confidential has seen a letter, on his party's letterhead, 
which Karl-l-Bond (who now again uses his Christian 
name, Jean) sent to the security service announcing that 
he and his wife planned to leave Kinshasa on 24 August. 
The letter was addi=ssed to General Likulia Bolongr , 
head of the Centre national de documentation, which vas 
now been renamed the Service national dinielligence et 
de protection (SNIP). Zaireans have rapidly renamed it 
‘SLIP’, whith in French means ‘underpants’. 


Meanwhile Mobutu, after a rest in the French resort of 
Nice, has returned to his new home in Goma, capital of 
Nord-Kivu province. For some time, he has shunned his 
Ghbadolite home because of growing discontent among 
his N°Gbandi people. Some N'Gbandi are angry because 
of the arrest of presidential nephew Koya Gialo and other 
members of the tribe following the Lubumbashi mas- 
sacre last May (AC Vol 31 No 12). 


Among those arrested were Major Lokombe, former 
member of the crack Division speciale presidentielle 
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(DSP) and commander of the Garde civile in Lubum- 
bashi; Colonel Lekiye, commander of the Lubumbashi 
military area, and Gata, the local head of the internal 
State security body, the Agence nationale de | immigra- 
tion (ANI). Discontent ts such that some N"Gband: have 


threatened to avenge the arrests by kidnapping people 
from other ethnic groups working in Gbadolite. 


Mobutu has therefore moved to Goma, which has not 
gone down well with the locals. The Lake Kivu town has 
the advantage of being only a stone's throw from the 
Rwandan border. The nearby town of Gisenyi could 
provide a convenient refuge. It was with Mobutu's 
blessing that President Juvenai Habyarimana came ‘o 
power after the July 1973 coup d'etat. 


Burundi’s leader, Major Pierre Buyoya, has a similar 
relationship with Mobutu. Along with Hissene Habre of 
Chad, Habyarimana and Buyoya are the only presidents 
who have visited Zaire since the Lubumbashi massacre, 
although the globe-trotting Nelson Mandela met Mobutu 
in Goma early in September. After their visits, the 
Rwandan and Burundian leaders signed a joint commu- 
nique with Mobutu, in which they condemned the 
former colonial power, for taking sanctions 
against Kinshasa before the results of the Zairean parlia- 
mentary enquiry were known. Burundi and Rwanda 
both have their own internal problems and have no wish 
to be destabilised by their powerful neighbour. Habre's 
friendship stems from the fact that the Zairean army has 
twice come to his rescue after Libyan invasions. Elite 
Chadian commandos are trained at Kota-Koli base, not 
far from Ghadolite. 


The p.aAional parliamentary commission of enquiry into 
the Lubumbashi massacre was inconclusive. It could not 
determine the number of students killed because ‘panic 
fear’ prevented witnesses speaking out, said the report. 
An earlier report by the regional assembly listing 29 
students killed has since disappeared without trace. One 
deputy raised the possibility in the national assembly 
that the bodies had been dissolved in acid baths. Acid is 
abundantly available in the area, being manufactured at 
a factory 20 kilometres from Lubumbashi for use in 
copper production. The same parliamentarian recalled 
the case of Zaire’s first prime minister, Patrice 
Lumumba, murdered in Lubumbashi in 1961. His body 
had never been found and might have been dumped in 
an acid bath, he noted. 


Such has been the impact of the massacre abroad - 
particularly Belgium's demand for an international com- 
mission of enquiry - that strict orders have been issued to 
the army, DSP [presidential special division], Garde 
civile and Gendarmerie to avoid any incidents with the 
public. One result is that striking civil servants have held 
demonstrations with impunity. Highly visible busloads 
of protestors drive all over the capital, even penetrating 
the state radio complex, Voix du Zaiie, under the gaze of 
the police. 
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The stnkers shout slogans directly attacking the presi- 
dent. Th<ar buses bear signs such as “Mobutu voleur" 
(‘Mobutu thief"). They are organised by a committee of 
delegates from each ministry department and have no 
truck witi: the previously monolithic official union, the 
Union nationaie des travailleurs du Zaire (UNTZA) 
[National Union of Workers of Zaire]. The strike has 
cnppled government offices, although members of the 
public in need of official documents rapidly discovered 
that these can often be obtained, for a consideration, at 
the homes of the relevant civil servants. 


Brussels’ decision to halt its cooperation programme is 
also having a major impact. One victim is the poly- 
technic science faculty of Kinshasa university, which has 
lost 80 percent of its teaching staff. With inflation rising 
fast, public discontent is deep and widespread. This may 
explain why the ‘Guide’ has not been seen in Kinshasa 
since last June. In Gombe area, the new house built by 
Mobutu's special advisor Seti Yale came under attack 
from one group of protesting public servants. Some 
leading figures have come in for such hostility that they 
prefer not to be seen in public. Such is the case for, 
amongst others, Bin Ramazani; the Party's former pro- 
paganda and rnobilisation secretary, Sakombi Inongo, 
and Mokolo wa Mpombo, who used to be :n charge of the 
‘campaign for popular consultation.’ Some personalities 
have gone abroad, among them ex-premier Kengo wa 
Deondo, who has spent the last few months at his house in 
Spain. The nervousness of senior figures has led to a 
perceptible decrease in the number of Mercedes seen on 
the Kinshasa streets. 


It is difficult to see what Mobutu cai 4o next. There is 
speculation that Belgium might re-enter the fray and, 
like France in Benin, offer to pay the civil service in 
return for an all-party national conference, which would 
draw up a constitution with a pluralist system. Mobutu's 
sense of his own dignity is such that it is hard to imagine 
him welcoming such a scenario. Yet the days when 
Mobutu could pick and choose now seem to be cover. 


* Paper Decries Spending Public Funds on MPR 


91AF0027A Kinshasa ELIMA in French 
22-24 Sep 90 p 6 


[Editorial: “M“R [People’s Movement of the Revolu- 
tion}: Where Will It Get the Two Billion Zaires Esti- 
mated for its Congress?”] 


[Text] Two and a half billion zaires! According to 
well-informed sources, that is the lowest estimated 
amount that will be needed for organizing the MPR 
[Popular Movement of the Revolution] congress sched- 
uled for next October in Kinshasa. Moreover, it is a 
provisional amount, one that will have to be readjusted 
to take into account the constant depreciation of the 
zaire currency. 


Ata time when the government earnestly pretends that it 
does not have the financial means to increase the wagcs 
of civil servants, physicians, teachers, and employees of 
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other socioprofessional categories—who would be 
delighted to see their wages keeping up with the cost of 
living—this amount raises several questions in the polit- 
ical circles of the country. 


Well-advised observers want first to know where ihese 
2.5 billion zaires will come from, when it is common 
knowledge that the MPR—which, like the other political 
factions, has still io be recognized as a political party— 
does not yet have its own resources to enable it to 
organize such a large mecting, the scope of which is 
reflected in the gigantic erg2nizational committee set up 
16 September last by ‘N’Singa Udjuu Ongwankebi 
Untube, the chairman of its interim board of direc‘ors. 


We also wonder what tricks this political group could be 
planning to collect 2.5 oillion zaires in record time, since 
its meeting is scheduled for early next month and since, 
as of now, no membership card has yet to be sold. 


This question is particularly appropriate as the MPR can 
no longer boast of having 35 million members because 
the de facto membership no longer exists, as was the case 
under the second republic. 


We could be tempted to believe that the nomenciatura, 
which has returned in ii.-rce to the helm of the MPR, will 
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force its members to draw from their fabulous personal 
savings to come up with this outstanding amount. To 
think that could happen, is to have poor knowledge of 
these dinosaurs, most of whom caused the ruin of the 
former party-state through their greed, \heir vague utter- 
ances and their demagogy. 


Thus, all these sources being blocked, at least for the time 
being, we must fear that the government will have 
recoui se to the public treasury to finance the organiza- 
tion of this congress. Why the MPR is eager to organize 
it 1S Casy to guess. 


Instead of choosing to bleed the public treasury once 
again, the MPR members and their spiritual leaders 
should rather ponder Tshisekedi’s meaningful remarks. 
He gave an important interview to our newspaper iast 
weekend, stating: “We will not organize our congress 
before we are able to do so, for our mecting has nothing 
to do with that of the MPR, to which all the chiefs of 
State the worid over are being invited.” 


It only goes to show that the MPR must count entirely on 
its own resources. Otherwise, the only thing left to do is 
to postpone the organization of its congress in order to 
avoid the temptation of drawing on state funds. 


Kenya 


President Moi Says ‘Tribalists’ Disturbing Peace 
EA1910223090 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 18 Oct 90 


[Excerpt] His Excellency President Danie! arap Moi said 
today that Kenya's body politic was not affected by the 
collapse of communism since the country was the first in 
East and Central Africa to reject the ideology right from 
independence. He pointed out that Kenya had mapped 
ou’ its past development based on practical experiences. 


President Moi was speaking during a luncheon he hosted 
in honor of the two visiting British Conservative Party 
MP's, Messrs. Michael Colvin and Cyril Townsend. 


He pointed out that at independence Kenya had exper- 
imented with multiparty system which proved disastrous 
as the parties degenerated inio tribal alliances. The 
president noted that tribal alliances always clashed and 
impeded economic development. The president said the 
country then decided to unite under a representative 
single party which had steered the nation to its present 
level of development. 


Noting that Kenya was a target of unwarranted criticism 
on the pretext that it was on a higher development scale, 
President Moi made it clear that it was Kenyans and the 
single party who had built the country to that level. He 
wondered why Kenya was always attacked while it 
enjoyed unparalleled peace and tranquility in Africa. 
President Moi at the same time said Kenya would 
consider the introduction of a multiparty system when 
there was more cohesion of the Kenyan communities. He 
said with this cohesion the people will be guided more by 
their higher ideals of nationalism rather than parochial 
tribal sentiments. The president said those disturbing 
peace in the name of democracy were tribalists who did 
not enjoy the support of the people. He pointed out that 
these tribalists, including certain sections of the overseas 
press, painted a different picture from the rea! situation 
im the country. 


He said he had served the people, sometimes through 
difficult situations, for a long time and therefore undev- 
stood Africans well. President Moi commended the 
British pre minister, Mrs, Margaret Thatcher, for her 
great understanding and tremendous contribution in the 
development of Britain. Ne said the premier needed 
every support to continue with her good work. 


The leader of the delegation, Mr. Colvin, congratulated 
the president for serving Kenya with devotion and 
dedication as an MP ‘or the last 35 years. Noting that 
President Moi had reveived great praise from the Ken- 
yans they had talked to, Mr. Colvin said they would look 
for a forum from which to correct the distorted picture of 
Kenya portrayed by some sections of British press. 
[passage omitted] 
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Politician Oginga Odinga Urges Multiparty System 
AB2310154990 Paris AFP in English 0435 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Nairobi, Oct 23 (AFP)}—Veteran Kenyan politi- 
cian Oginga Odinga on Monday [22 Ocij issued a new 
call to President Daniel arap Moi to return the country 
to multiparty democracy. 


In a press statement issued here on the significance of the 
Kenyatta Day, the 38th anniversary of the arrest of 
Kenya's first President Jomo Kenyatta by the British 
colonial administration on October 20, 1952, Mr Odinga 
said that “for thos= of us who had been expelled from the 
ruling Kenya African National Union (KANU), our 
Stand is to form our own party.” 


Mr. Odinga, Kenya's first vice-president, said: “We want 
to form our own party (or parties) and to compete under 
a democratic political process to form a government of 
the people, for the people and by the people of Kenya.” 


On the recent arrest and charges of treason brought 
against four dissidents, including former member of 
parliament Koigs wa Wamwere, Mr. Cidinga urged Pres- 
ident Moi to respect the rule of law, under which a 
person is presurned innocent until proved guilty in a 
court of law 


The one-time leader of the proscnibed opposition Kenya 
People’s Union said that under Kenyan law Mr. Wam- 
were was entitled to legal representation and his lawyer 
could be hired from abroad. President Moi on Saturday 
said the Kenyan Government would not allow an inter- 
national lawyer recruited by the Norweigian Govern- 
ment to represent Mr. Wamwere to enter the country. 
Kenya severed diplomatic relations with Norway on 
Monday over Mr. Wamwere, who had lived in exile in 
Osio from 1986 until his return to Kenya and arrest on 
October 8. 


Operation Mounted To Expel ‘Illegal Aliens’ 
EA2310173790 Nairoti KNA in English 1942 GMT 
22 Oct 9 


[Text] Nairobi, 22nd October—The police commis- 
sioner, Mr. Philip Kilonzo, has said that following the 
government directive that all illegal aliens are required 
to leave Kenya immediately, police have mounted a 
country wide operation and several men and women 
numbering / 058 have been arrested and are awaiting 
court action and repatriation. Most of those arrested are 
Ugandans, totalling 825. 


The police commissioner further said that it is known 
that several more aliens are in hiding [word indistinct] 
employed by individuals in towns and rural areas, 
adding that the operation will continue until they are all 
arrested, prosecuted and repatnated to their home coun- 
tries. He said that the government takes the presence of 
illegal aliens in Kenya seriously and warmed that any 
person found harbouring any illegal alien will be liable to 
an arrest and prosecution. He told members of the public 


FBIS-AFR-90-206 


24 Octotier 1990 EAST AFRICA 9 


to take heed. Any information on illegal aliens should be 
rerorted to the nearest police stations, police- 
administration \fficers for necessary action, he said 


* Bis’ «© +» » Criticized; Rift in CPK Re orted 
9IAl {A N.irobi THE WEEKLY RE "® " 
in En 7“ +) 90 pp 4-7 


[Text] An inwerd-looking church of the Provina of ‘enya 
(CPK) preoccupied with internal feuds over the. «away 
Katakwa diocese and the leadership of Archbishop Man- 
asses Kuria was hardly the picture that the church pre- 
sented soon after the death of Bishop Alexander Muge a 
few weeks ago. At the time, the church ranged itself as a 
unified force against what its leading clergymen referred to 
as the evil secular political system reigning in Kenya. The 
CPK even managed for a whiie to rally the other churches, 
including the usually uncontroversial Roman Catholic 
Church, as well as general public opinion to its cause, 
blasting away at political personalities, the govermment 
and the sole political party, Kanu [Kenya Afm:can National 
Union], with little restraint. During the past two weeks, 
however, the CPK has been forced to re-cxamuine itself 
through the re-emergence of the Katakwa issue and Kuria’s 
leadership. The political forces against which the church 
has been fighting have been quick to seize the opportunity 
to go on the offensive, taking advantage of the divisions 
that aiready exist within the CPK leadership. in a brief 
press statement carly this week, Bishop Henry Okullu of 
the CPK Maseno South Diocese alluded to devious mach- 
inations by politicians not only to tarnish the names of 
leading critics of the political system like himself but also 
to sow seeds of division and discord within the church. 
Okullu’s was a statement by a man that has now been on 
his defence. Only a few weeks ago, the CPK prelate was 
raining vitriolic criticism and righteous :adignation at the 
secular political system. The death of Muge, his long-time 
comrade-in-arms, has expused both Okullu and the CPK 
to the counter-offensive of the political system. 


Muge’s death in a freak road accident mid-last month 
appears to have taken the wind out of the sails of mos: of 
the controversial clergymem. The great loss is only now 
being felt, especially within the CPK, which has become 
the leading voize of opposition. Muge was not only a 
leading contender to succeed Kuria in the leadership of 
the CPK when the latter reaches the mandatory retire- 
ment age in 1994, but also an irrepressibie and eloquent 
voice of dissent against the political establishment. His 
constant battles and verbal fencing with leading figures 
within the political establishment, administration offi- 
cials and even fellow clergymen and leaders within his 
own church, as well as his relative youth (he died at 42 
years of age), lent him a cciourfulness and a certain aura 
of invincibility around which other government and 
narty critics could rally. More importantly, as a Kalenjin 
railing against a Kalenjin-led secular adriinistration, the 
late prelate’s criticisms against the political system could 
not be branded as tribally-motivated. In that sense, his 
criticism of the political system was more credible than 
those of the majority of other critics. 


After an initial spurt of virulent and sometimes self- 
righteous criticism of the secular political system fol- 
lowing Muge’s death, most leading critics of the govern- 
ment and Kanu within the Church have either chosen to 
withdraw from the fray, at least temporarily, or have 
been put on their defence by an incveasingly offensive- 
minded establishment. Even 2? the height of mghteous 
indignation from the pulpit during the week or so 
following Miuge's death, there were ample signs that the 
“evil secular” empire was preparing to si ike back at its 
clerical opponents. Amidst the din of demands from a 
nu her of clergymen, especially withia the CPK, for the 
resignation of a number of leading political figures from 
the governmcai, the dissolution of parliament, the 
calling of fresh elections and the general dismantling of 
the “repressive” one-party political system, an anony- 
mous letter to the Standard cast aspersions on the 
propriety of one of the political system's most impla- 
cable critics, Bishop Okullu. The letter accused aim of 
vices similar to those for which he has been criticising 
the political establishment—nepotism, con uption, mis- 
management of public funds, intolerance and repression 
of critics—ard in addition cast doubts upon his fidelity; 
a serious charge against a cleric. 


Specific and detailed as the anonymous letter was, even 
mentioning names, Okullu dismissed it as part of a wider 
character assassination plot aimed at silencing him. He 
pointed out that the death ' ‘reat of some political figures 
that had led to Muge’s death had also been directed ai 
him. He narreted how his wife hed warned him and 
Muge that one of chem was bound to die soon. “Let it be 
me,” Muge is supposed to have answered. And so it was. 
to date, Okullu has not answerod the spec. © charges 
brought against him by the curious letter » 01.) appears 
to have been written by someone wiih © thorough 
knowledge of the inner workings of Okuliu’s Maseno 
South Diocese and taost probably with a grudge against 
the CPK prelate. He onty denied charges of infidelity 
with one of the female cmployees of his diocese and 
averred that there was nothing wrong vith filling posts 
within the doocese with members of his family or close 
relatives. He then followod the path Muge had taken a 
few days before his death by disclosing his net worth in 
material terms. 


Two weeks ago, Okullu stunned both fnend and foe by 
turning his criticism to the hiersrchy of his own CPK 
church and linking Muge'’s death with the still- 
unresolved Katakwa issuc. It is not quite clear why the 
prelate turned against the church leadership when he 
did. It would have beer much easier to cor tinue with his 
criticism against the country's political system, which 
appeared on the defensive following Muge's unexpected 
death. Reviving the thorny and long standing Katakwa 
issue seems to most observers to have been one of 
Okullu's blunders. It not cnly made him appear more 
cage’ tc open up old internal wounds within the CPK 
than the wider issue of formulatyng a new political 
agenda for the country but also exposed him to much 
unwanted cnticism from within and outside the church 
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Okullu’s detractors both within the CPK and outside 
found the chance to hit back. In a telling statement from 
Bishop Isaac Namango and a number of his senior 
clergymen in the Nambale Diocese, Okullu was accused 
of interfering in the affairs of the diocese by taking an 
uncanny interest in the Katakwa issue, and urged him to 
take a sabbatical leave in order to rest his tired physique 
and frayed nerves. Kuria, head of the CPK and probably 
the intended victim of Okullu’s criticism, could only 
react with stunned disbelief. The archbishop indicated 
his intention to discuss and clarify the matter with the 
Maseno South prelate. Mild support for Okullu’s stand- 
point, which was later largely retracted, came from 
Bishop George Muiru Njuguna of the CPK Mt. Kenya 
South Diocese. 


Several theories have been advanced about Okullu’s 
broadside against the CPK leadership. One is that he 
does not like Kuria and has never forgiven him for 
allegediy being “rigged” into office by powerful political 
forces. The other is that he has been trying to put a 
distance between himself and the mostly Kikuyu critics 
of the political system within the CPK so as not to be 
seen as playing up to the Kikuyu and trying to revive the 
old Luo-Kikuyu political alliance. Both these theories 
have serious flaws in that they do not take sufficient note 
of the prelate’s personality and almost completely ignore 
the history of his frequent lone fights against both secular 
and clerical authority. Okullu has often endeavoured to 
rise above petty and sectional political issues, only to be 
pulled back by the centrifugal forces of reality in Kenya 
politics. Also, despite having diametrically opposed per- 
sonalities and points of view on many clerical and 
secular matters, Okullu and Kuria have not been known 
to wage direct public war against each other. Both have 
handled each other discreetly and avoided direct con- 
frontation despite their differences. A more likely reason 
for Okullu’s outburst during a sermon at his seat in 
Kisumu three weekends ago would be that he was trying 
to draw public attention away from too close a scrutiny 
of his “affairs”. 


If this was his main line of thinking, Okullu has erred. 
Mounting criticism against him both from inside the 
CPK and outside has placed him further on the defen- 
sive. Early this week, a group of 200 clergymen and lay 
Christians from his own Maseno South Diocese were 
reported to have “rejected’”’ Okullu and dissociated 
themseives from his “anti-government” stance. The 
Kanu-owned local daily, the Kenya Times gloatingly 
gave prominence to the story, on Monday this week. The 
next day, however, the information officer of the 
Maseno South Diocese, Mr. Walter Ochola Odongo, was 
quoted as dismissing the 200 clergymen and lay Chris- 
tians as “fake”. He accused unnamed politicians of 
trying to silence the outspoken prelate through “dirty” 
propaganda by trying to insinuate that Okullu was not 
popular even within his own diocese. Odongo further 
challenged the 2U0 alleged Christians to come out and 
declare which parishes they belong to and suggested that 
the names of the people be published to ascertain 
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whether or not they are members of the diocese. “We are 
also aware of what is happening with our politicians and 
they will never succeed. We ask those who speak the 
truth to come in the open and not hide their names. One 
day, hidden names will be revealed,"’ Odongo asserted. 


While Okullu has been fighting his battles in Kisumu 
against unnamed local political forces, Kuria, who belat- 
edly joined what he recently termed the “good fight” 
against the political system during the high din debate on 
the country’s political system, has been under pressure to 
resign his post. Many politicians have been apt to dismiss 
him and other Kikuyu critical clergymen as tribalists and 
stooges of “foreign masters”. The politicians point out that 
the majority of clergymen, lawyers and politicians who 
have been highly critical of the current political set-up in 
the country have been Kikuyu. There have been some 
attempts by senior political leaders to link the tribe with 
attempts to discredit and overthrow the government of 
President Daniel arap Moi. 


Ironically, it was Okullu who came to Kuria’s defence 
early this week, scoffing at calls for the archbishop’s 
resignation and declaring that all church leaders were 
“comrades-in-arms” in the important mission to liberate 
mankind. He dismissed the differences that may exist 
between him and Kuria as irrelevant. The Maseno South 
prelate disagreed with reports that there was a war 
among CPK bishops. He invoked the name of the late 
Muge and declared that his death had made church 
leaders “even more united in our common struggle”. 
Regarding the Katakwa controversy, Okullu explained 
that his recent call for a diocese to be granted to the 
archdeaconry was as a result of deeply-felt sorrow at the 
loss of Muge, whose voice and well-researched state- 
ments “will be sorely missed at this time”. 


As the only senior Kalenjin within the CPK, the late Muge 
held a very special position. He was believed to have been 
instrumental in arranging for a conciliatory courtesy call 
on President Moi at State House, Nairobi, by a group of 
high-ranking clergymen from the National Christian 
Council of Kenya (NCCK) early this year. For a time after 
that meeting, he kept away from the national limelight but 
still made news with his involvement in local secular issues 
in Eldoret. When he came back into the national limelight 
at the height of the debate on political pluralism, Muge 
supported the single-party political system. In a joint 
statement with the moderate Presiding Bishop of the 
Methodist Church, the Rt. Rev. Law: !mathiu, the late 
Muge supported the contention held by the country’s 
political leaders that multi-parties would encourage trib- 
alism and ethnic divisions but called for a number of 
changes within the framework of the one-party political 
system. The statement was moderate and caused few 
ripples within the political establishment. 


Whoever thought, however, that Muge had softened 
received a jolt when the prelate went before the Kanu 
Review Committee chaired by the vice-president and 
minister for finance, Prof. George Saitoti, in its sitting at 
Eldoret to air his views about the political system. The 
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bishop touched off a powerful detonation that rocked the 
political establishment by declaring that President 
Daniel arap Moi was being isolated from the people by a 
powerful clique of ministers. A tide of denunciations and 
threats from politicians followed the statement and even 
President Moi felt constrained to rebuke him for having 
had the audacity to make what was regarded by the 
political establishment as a preposterous claim. Unde- 
terred, Muge went on to add fuel to the fire by making 
claims of greed, land-grabbing, corruption and other 
vices against some powerful ministers whom he named. 
He even accused two senior cabinet mini:ters, Mr. Peter 
Oloo Aringo and Mr. Nicholas Biwott, who hold the 
education and energy pertfolios respectively, of having 
gone to tell lies to the president about him. In naming the 
two powerful personalities in public, Muge had gone 
further than any government or party critic would dare. 
Other critics of the political system would have stopped 
short of naming names. 


Unlike other critics, who often used general terms such 
as corruption, greed for power, tribalism, nepotism and 
the like, Muge had the ability to provide more specific 
details about his criticism of the political system. When 
he declared that during the 1988 general election, elec- 
tions in Tinderet in Nandi District were rigged, he 
provided the media with figures which were published in 
the banned publication sponsored by the NCCK, 
Beyond. Before the Kanu review committee, Muge 
talked about powerful political leaders who were grab- 
bing land from ordinary Kenyans. In a press statement 
later, he not only named the personalities he had in mind 
but also detailed the location, sizes and financing of the 
parcels of land that, according to him, had been grabbed. 
At a public rally organised by political leaders from 
Busia District a few days before the bishop’s death in a 
road accident, the then minister for labour, Mr. Peter 
Habenga Okondo, and other Busia leaders who later 
recanted, was widely quoted by the local press as 
declaring that Muge and Okullu risked death if they 
stepped foot in Busia. Muge defiantly took up the 
challenge on August 14 and made a triumphal entry into 
Busia town, the administrative capital of Busia District. 
On his way back to Eldoret that afternoon, however, he 
was involved in the freak accident that cost his life. 


Churchmen of all ranks, especially within the CPK, cried 
foul, linking the evils within the political system with 
Muge’s death and demanding the resignation from the 
government of a number of senior politicians who had 
made threats of one kind or another against critical 
clergymen and advocates of political pluralism, the dis- 
solution of parliament and the calling of fresh elections. 
The list of bad guys within the government whom the 
clergymen wanted out was long and it was led by 
Okondo, who later resigned from his cabinet portfolio 
under public pressure. It included names such as Biwott, 
Aringo, the minister for agriculture Mr. Elijah Mwan- 
gale, a minister in the office of the president, Mr. Burudi 
Nabwera, the minister for water development, Mr. John 
Henry Okwanyo, the minister for commerce, Mr. Arthur 
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Magugu, an assistant minister for environment Mr. 
Ojuang’K’Ombudo, an assistant minister for informa- 
tion and broadcasting and Mombasa District Kanu 
chairman Mr. Shariff Nassir, a nominated MP [Member 
of Parliarnent] and Nakuru District Kanu chairman, Mr. 
Wilson Leitich and others who are regarded as party 
hawks and staunch supporters of President Moi, the 
government and Kanu. 


At two memorial services held at the All Saints Cathe- 
dral in Nairobi, clergymen delivered fiery sermons 
paying tribute to Muge, criticising the political system 
and vowing to continue the struggle against injustice. 
During Muge’s funeral service at Eldoret on August 22, a 
group of students from Moi University in Eldoret went 
even further by carrying placards which named some 
senior cabinet ministers as members of a “ministesici 
death squad”’. So vehement were the attacks by the clergy 
that some of the ministers, notably the minister for 
regional development, Mr. Onyango Midika, and the 
minister for foreign affairs, Mr. Wilson Ndolo Ayah, 
issued statements disassociating themselves from threats 
against clergymen. The political establishment was 
clearly on the defensive. 


The clerical ire over Muge’s death has clearly ebbed and 
there are signs that the political establishment is now on 
the offensive against its critics and opponents. Critics of 
the political system, especially within the CPK, appear to 
be in some kind of disarray in the absence of Muge. 
Clearly, they are now more open to charges of tribalism 
and other negative-isms. In the first two or so weeks 
following Muge’s death, the CPK was able to rally both 
other churches and general public opinion to its cause 
against evils within the political system. Now that the 
grass has begun to grow on the tragic event, the church 
appears to have turned inward, either on its own or 
through external forces. The main issues on the agenda 
now have changed from calls for a public enquiry into 
Muge’s death, resignation of senior government officials 
and calls for political pluralism to perennial internal 
CPK issues such as Katakwa and the leadership of Kuria. 


Somalia 


Security Forces Fire on Mogadishu Demonstrators 


AB2310171290 Paris AFP in English 1619 GMT 
23 Oct 90 


[Text] Mogadishu, Oct 23 (AFP}—One policeman died 
and three others were wounded when hundreds of angry 
Somalis took to the streets of the capital, Mogadishu, on 
Tuesday [23 Oct] to protest the continued detention of 
political prisoners in Somalia, a police statement 
announced. The statement did not give the number of 
casualties among demonstrators. But reliable sources here 
said there could be a higher toll among demonstrators. 


Heavily armed paramilitary police and security forces 
opened fire on the chanting crowd in a bid to calm the 
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demonstration, the first since the country’s new Consti- 
tution came into force on October 12. 


Sporadic gunfire, which started at dawn Tuesday, was 
continuing in some parts of the city where traffic had 
been halted. The city centre was almost deserted. The 
demonstrators had earlier erected barriers on main roads 
of the city and smashed windscreens of some “posh- 
looking cars.” They also smashed traffic lights and 
occupied government and private offices. 


It is not Laown how many political prisoners are cur- 
rently held throughout Somalia, but last week nine 
detainees went on a hunger strike in Mogadishu’s central 
prison to protest their continued detention without trial. 
The nine were detained in July last year for allegedly 
distributing seditious literature. 


Organizers of the demonstrations had called on all shops 
and businesses in the capital to remain closed Tuesday. 
The organizers, who described October 23 as “Somalia’s 
Political Prisoners’ Day’’, accusec the government of 
still holding political prisoners under security laws which 
were scrapped when the new constitution came into 
force on October 12. A government statement said “only 
hooligans and irresponsible people” had taken part in 
demonstrations. 


Tanzania 


Mwinyi, Belgian Prime Minister Issue Communique 


EA2310211790 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Zanzibar—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi and the 
Belgian prime minister, Mr. Wilfried Martens, have 
called for the immediate implementation of the recom- 
mendations in the joint communique issued recently in 
Mwanza town following the meeting between the leaders 
of Tanzania, Rwanda, and Uganda. 


In a joint communique issued at the end of talks between 
President Mwinyi and the Belgian prime minister in 
Zanzibar today, they urged the opponents of the 
Rwandan Government and the Uganda Government to 
seek a political solution to the conflict in Rwanda by 
collaborating with the OAU. President Mwinyi and Mr. 
Martens also asked the OAU secretary general, Comrade 
Salim Ahmed Salim, to intensify his efforts to enable the 
conflicting parties to meet with the aim of achieving a 
political solution to the crisis. 


The two leaders supported a proposal by the opponents 
of the Rwandan Government to effect a cease-fire within 
the next three weeks. The Belgian prime minister further 
commended President Mwinyi for his efforts in seeking 
a political solution to the conflict. Mr. Martens left 
Zanzibar today for Nairobi. 
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Rwandan Embassy Says Cargo Supplies Continue 


AB2310154790 Paris AFP in English 1343 GMT 
23 Oct 90 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, Oct 23 (AFP)}—Despite the war 
raging in Rwanda, the country continues to receive a 
continuous flow of supplies from Tanzania, the 
Rwandan Embassy said here Tuesday [23 Oct]. 


An embassy statement however emphasized that con- 
voys of trucks with Rwandan cargo travelled under 
police escort to guarantee them security against rebels 
who invaded the country three weeks ago from neigh- 
bouring Uganda. The diversion of supplies through 
Tanzania followed the closure of the Rwandan border 
with Landa which is the traditional transit route for 
landlocked Rwanda. In response to a question, embassy 
officials denied press reports that Tanzanian trucks were 
trapped in Rwanda and Zaire’s Goma Province because 
of the border closure. 


Meanwhile Tanzania's President Ali Hassan Mwinyi was 
expected to meet Belgian Prime Minister Wilfred Mar- 
tens on Zanzibar Island later Tuesday to discuss a 
negotiated settlement to the Rwandan conflict. 


Mr. Martens, accompanied by his defence and foreign 
ministers, will likely disclose proposals by the European 
Economic Community (EEC) to the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAV) to resolve the conflict. 


Mr. Mwinyi said a lasting solution to the conflict should 
come from a permanent settlement of refugee problems 
in Rwanda. He emphasised that he saw no reason why 
rebels, who are drawn from Rwandan refugees in 
Uganda, should refuse negotiations if Rwandan author- 
ities agreed to discuss their basic demands. 


Uganda 


Envoy Details Rwanda Cease-fire Agreement 


LD2210174890 Brussels Domestic Service 
in French 1700 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Text] A press conference by the Ugandan ambassador is 
taking place this very moment in Brussels. An early report 
on this press conference live from Jean-Michel Moltagh: 


[Moltagh] Well, in fact the Rwandan rebels are reported 
to have agreed to stop fighting. The ceasefire is reported 
to have come into effect immediately. It was Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni, w/o is also chairman of the 
Organization of African Unity, who managed to con- 
vince these rebels to cease fire. The ceasefire will be 
supervised by African troops under the aegis of the 
OAU, the Organization of African Unity. The EEC could 
provide a logistic aid. There has not been official talks 
about a possible departure of the Belgian paratrooper 
commandos. On the other hand, the Rwandan rebels will 
not be able to return to Uganda. They are considered 
deserters, as explained to us by Charles Katungi, the 
Ugandan ambassador to Brussels. 
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Libya’s Mu‘ammar Al-Qadhdhafi Arrives at Entebbe 
EA2310185990 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] The Libyan head of siate, Colonel Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi, has arrived in Uganda for a state visit at 
the invitation of President Museveni. 
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Col. al-Qadhdhafi, who is accompanied by his wife and 
other Libyan officials, was met at Entebbe International 
Airport this afternoon by President Yoweri Museveni 
and his wife, Mrs. Janet Museveni, and other senior 
government officials. Col. al-Qadhdhafi, who received a 
red-carpet welcome, inspected a guard of honor mounted 
by a combined NRA [National Resistance Army] and 
police force. He was also greeted with a 21-gun salute. 
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De Klerk Authorizes Release Of 72 Prisoners 


MB23 10200790 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1859 MT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] We have just heard that the release of another 72 
security prisoners was authorized by the state president 
before he left for north Africa and Europe earlier this 
week. At a news conference in the Hague tonight, Mr. De 
Klerk said the government was keeping to dates agreed 
upon with the ANC [African National Congress] for the 
release of prisoners. 


‘Not Correct’ 


MB2410041290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2335 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 23 SAPA—A Ministry of Jus- 
tice spokesman in Pretoria told SAPA late on Tuesday 
night [23 Oct] that President F.W. de Klerk’s reported 
statement earlier at a press conference in The Hague, the 
Netherlands, that he had authorised the release of 
another 72 poltical prisoners was not correct. 


Mr. de Klerk was in fact referring to the “approximate” 
number of political prisoners released since the signing 
of the Pretoria Minute on August 6 between the govern- 
ment and the ANC [African National Congress], the 
spokesman said. 


“The exact figure of political prisoners released since 
August 6 is 60, not 72,” he added. 


According to reports from The Hague, Mr. de Kierk—on an 
official visit to the Netherlands—said the release of another 
72 political prisoners had been authorised by himself just 
before be left South Africa on Sunday night [21 Oct]. 


Responding to questions he reportedly acded the govern- 
ment was keeping to dates agreed with the African National 
Congress so far for the release of political prisoners, and he 
was determined to keep to the agreed deadlines. 


The Ministry of Justice spokesman said he did not know 
when the next batch of political prisoners will be 
released. He added: “‘It is difficult to say when, but there 
will definitely be more releases.” 


Minister Warns Against Relaxation of Policies 


MB2410065590 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] The minister of finance, Mr. Barend Du Plessis, 
says because of ongoing uncertainty about the oil price 
and interest rates it will be unwise to relax fiscal and 
monetary policies. 


This means that the current interest rate pattern will 
have to be maintained for the time being. Mr. Du Plessis 
told the congress of the Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut 
{Afrikaans Trade Institute] in Durban that the South 
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African economy was not in a good position at present 
although here were healthy indicators for the next 10 
years. Mr. Du Plessis said there could be no radical 
changes to monetary policy in particular, at present. 


Referring to the announcement that the inflation rate 
had risen to 14.3 percent in September Mr. Du Plessis 
said this was mainly to blame on the higher petrol price. 
He said the indirect effect of the petrol price increase had 
not been fully reflected in the inflation rate as yet. 
Another factor contributing to the higher inflation was 
that workers’ productivity in certain sectors of the 
economy was not matched by their salaries. 


Swedish Deputy Foreign Minister Meets Wessels 


MB2410091090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 24 SAPA—Sweden’s deputy foreign 
affairs minister, Mr. Bengt Sare-Soderbergh, met his South 
African counterpart, Mr. Leon Wessels, in Pretoria on 
Wednesday [24 Oct]. 


The minister is in South Africa with a Swedish delega- 
tion at the invitation of the African National Congress 
[ANC], the United Democratic Front and the Congress 
of SA Trade Unions to take part in a seminar with the 
three organisations. The seminar consists of a number of 
workshops about South Africa’s future during which the . 
Swedish delegation shared Sweden's experiences in 
developing its political, social and welfare structures. 


Mr. Sare-Soderbergh said on Tuesday [23 Oct] they had 
discussed tie Swedish constitutional model with the ANC. 


“We are certainly hopeful about the dismantling of 
apartheid and after that the resumption of normal rela- 
tions with South Africa,”’ said Mr. Sare-Soderbergh. 


Other members of the delegation include Jab Karlsson, 
special adviser to the Swedish prime minister, iormer 
deputy minister of social affairs and labour Mr. Ernst 
Michanek, political scientist Anders Melbourn, Stock- 
holm Stock Exchange GM [general Manager] Bengt 
Ryden and the National Institute for Civi! Service 
Training and Development head Goran Andersson. The 
delegation will return to Sweden on Saturday [27 Oct). 


Officials Comment on Plundering by Squatters 


MB23 10203290 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] The MEC [Member of Executive Committee] for 
local government, Mr. Olaus van Zyl, today said the 
smallholdings in the Orange Farm region that have 
recently been looted by squatters were to have been 
bought by the TPA [Transvaal Provincial Administra- 
tion] within the next few weeks. 


He said they had delayed a decision to buy the small- 
holdings because of a lack of funds. 
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[Begin video recording] [Van Zyl] Fortunately, jusi last 
week, we have been supplied with 24 million rands from 
central government also to buy land which is not really 
required at the moment, but specifically, these people 
that have problems with the [word indistinct] residential 
areas, to buy up that land. 


[Reporter George Mazarakis] So they are being expropriated? 


[Van Zyl] They will be expropriated. We've appointed 
valuators to go through the process, and we've asked 
them to speed it up, and we hope to do so in the next few 
weeks. It’s also a law and order problem. I think we all 
want to see that people have a right to own property, not 
only own property, but also to see that your own prop- 
erty is protected. So that must also be addressed. I don’t 
think there’s any query on this particular right that all 
people should have. 


{Mazarakis] Surely, the province in its planning should 
have created some form of buffer, some form of no- 
man’s-land, where, you know, that would be held as 
fairly safe, and that these people could then carry on 
living in relative safety. Why was this not done? 


[Van Zyl] This is certainly one of the ideals, and one of the 
ways in which to address it. But if we don't even have 
enough money to buy land for people who are homeless, and 
who now illegally squat at all other places—surely, you must 
provide first of all for those people. [end recording] 


The Transvaal MEC for community development, Mr. 
John Mavuso, expressed shock at the looting of small- 
holdings by squatters. He said one would not expect such 
actions to be part of orderly urbanization. 


[Begin Mavuso video recording] There’s a conception, I 
believe, in the minds of many of our people, that when 
you have nothing, you have to take from somebody else. 
That is not helpful, you see, because it creates antago- 
nism, hatred, and in future peole would not willingly, in 
any community, want to come to the help of people who 
are less able than they are. [end recording] 


CP Makes Plea 


MB23 10180790 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] has made an urgent 
appeal to the government to call in the help of the defense 
force to protect whites who are threatened by squatters. 


The CP’s chief spokesman on defense, Mr. Koos van der 
Merwe, said in a statement in Pretoria that he had asked 
Mr. Viok some weeks ago to reinforce the police strength 
at the De Deurs police station near Orange Farm. He 
said it was obvious that the squatter problem was out of 
control in certain areas. 
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Buthelezi Notes CC To Discuss ANC Invitation 


MB23 10193590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1545 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the chief minister of 
kwaZulu and leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party, says 
the ANC’s [African National Congress] invitation to 
talks will be discussec by the party’s Central Committee 
[CC] when he receives an official invitation. 


In an interview at Ulundi today, he said he had no 
principle objections against the meeting because talks 
had already been underway between the two sides. 


[Beg:a Buthelezi video recording in English] There are 
no problems at all about discussions between the two 
organizations that are involved in the violence because 
this is the point that I made before when others were 
being drawn into a discussion on violence that, you 
know, discussions should initially take place between 
leaders of those organizations that actually involved in 
the violence. jend recording] 


ANC Postpones National Conference Until June 


MB24 10041290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0007 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 24 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] has scrapped plans to hold its 
national conference in December, Johannesburg's BUSI- 
NESS DAY newspaper reported on Wednesday [24 Oct]. 


The conference, the first inside South Africa since the 
African National Congress was banned in 1960, was first to 
have been held in Bloemfontein, then Johannesburg, on 
December 16, the anniversary of the ANC founding in 191 2. 


According to BUSINESS DAY: “The decision means 
that full-scale constitutional negotitions are likely to 
start before the ANC-rank-and-file gets a chance to elect 
a new leadership. 


“The delayed return of ANC exiles has forced the 
organisation to postpone the conference—and the re- 
election of its top leadership—until June next year. 
Observers believe the election of a newlook ANC lead- 
ership could conceivably have strained the negotiating 
process, particularly if militant internal leaders were 
elected to top positions. 


“The decision to postpone the national conference came 
despite strong indications yesterday (Tuesday) that the 
process of releasing prisoners and granting exiles indem- 
nity would soon be back on track and that a government/ 
ANC report on the subject would be released this week. 
National Executive Committee (NEC) member James 
Stuart said yesterday (Tuesday) the ANC was still plan- 
ning an ‘extraordinary’ conference for December and 
confirmed that this would be held in Johannesburg. The 
December conference to be attended by hundreds of 
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mostly internal ANC delegates would set the ANC nego- 
tiating team ‘parameters’ or a ‘bottom line’ on negotia- 
tions, Stuart said. 


“The main reason for postponing the full national confer- 
ence was the fact that most exiles would not have returned 
by December, he said, and a number of exiles would have 
been candidates for the elections. It would also have been 
unfair to exclude them as delegates and voters. 


“The ANC, Stuart said, had decided to stage the full 
national conference in June because the agreement on 
the returns of exiles reached between government and 
the ANC and spelt out in the Pretoria Minute stipulated 
that exiles would all return by the end of April,” BUSI- 
NESS DAY reported. 


The newspaper added: ““The ANC was yesterday (Tues- 
day) busy informing its regions of the decision. Informed 
sources said that the report of the joint government/ 
ANC working group on the release of political prisoners 
and the granting of indemnity would probably be 
released today (Wednesday) or tomorrow. 


“All indications were that differences of interpretation on 
procedures to be followed had been ironed out and that the 
process of releasing prisoners and granting exiles indemnity 
would resume. The two sides would continue to work 
towards the deadlines outlined in the group’s previous 
report at the Pretoria summit meeting in August. 


“The ANC said in a statement on Monday that a 
weekend NEC meeting had reviewed agreements with 
government on the subject and welcomed a report that 
progress had been made in resolving differences. The 
ANC therefore looks forward to the speedy implemen- 
tation of the relevant provisions of the Groote Schuur 
and Pretoria Minutes,” the statement added. 


“The ANC/government working group established to 
consider issues relating to the ANC’s suspension of the 
armed struggle met in Pretoria again yesterday (Tues- 
day). There was no indication from either side last night 
on what progress had been made at the meeting although 
it had been expected that the group would complete its 
work either this week or the next. 


“Umkhhonnto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation (MK)— 
ANC military wing] Chief of Staff Chris Hani led the 
ANC delegation. Umkhonto Commander Joe Modise 
did not attend,” the BUSINESS DAY report ended. 


ANC’s Maduna on Irreversibility of Change 


MB2310154190 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Interview with Penuel Maduna, member of ANC con- 
stitutional committee and legal department with Ed 
Richardson, SABC Correspondent; date, place not given; 
recorded; From the “Africa South” program] 
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[Text] The present visit abroad of President F.W. de 
Klerk once again casts the spotlight on change in South 
Africa, and there is much debate whether. or not that 
change has become irreversible. Also on a visit abroad is 
ANC [African National Congress] Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela who has said that the process has not 
yet become irreversible. What then is the ANC’s posi- 
tion? We put the question to a member of the organiza- 
tion’s constitutional cornmittee and legal department, 
Mr. Penuel Maduna. 


[Begin recording] [Maduna] The concept of irrevers- 
ibility has always applied to change itself, and I think 
therefore, let's make a distinction between the process 
itself and change. There is no doubt that, in fact, as far as 
the process of negotiation, talks about talks, as we 
generally call it, is concerned, it’s irreversible. It’s 
unimaginable that the ANC and the government are 
going to suddenly pull out of the ongoing processes 
which they started at the beginning of this year. That is 
unimaginable. It is unimaginable that the government is 
going to revert to the use of, you know, banning orders 
and so on and so forth, and restrict people, and restrict 
organizations. So in that sense it’s quite irreversible, and 
also, in terms of removing obstacles, those obstacles that 
have already been removed, in my opinion, have been 
removed forever. I can’t imagine the government reim- 
posing the state of emergency. It would be illogical. The 
operative word today is peace in our country. Everybody 
talks about it, and everybody says they want to try and 
do something about it, but then again of course the 
process has to involve more organizations, and more 
parties than just the two parties—which is mine and the 
government. It’s got to involve more, and I want to 
believe it’s quite appropriate for us to begin to appeal to 
parties such as the CP [Conservative Party], and the 
others that are actually distancing themselves from this 
process, to rethink their position. We are actually sitting 
together with the government because we want to beiieve 
we are promoting the best interest of our country and its 
people, black and white, and we want these organizations 
and individuals to join us in this novel effort. 


[Richardson] Given this irreversibility, why is the ANC 
not calling off things like sanctions? 


[Maduna] Well you see, as I said earlier on, we need to 
make a distinction between the processes that are going 
on which I comfortably describe as irreversible, and 
change itself. I mean, we are far from, you know, 
objectively agreeing that the change itself in this country, 
fundamental change that is, has come and is irreversible. 
I mean fo one thing the majority of our people are still 
nonvoters in this country, and the government is still 
very much in white hands in its entirety and they do as 
the please. They can arrest, they can do all sorts of things, 
and there are people in detention, and so on. So let those 
problems disappear. It would become logical and plau- 
sible for us to call for the lifting of sanctions. 


[Richardson] The ANC earlier this year, I think, subse- 
quent to Mr. Mandela's release, called for diplomatic 
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sanctions against South Africa. Now that’s clearly been 
ignored, and there’s also indications within business 
circles that business sanctions are being ignored. Is the 
ANC not going to miss the boat? 


[Maduna] Well, you know, you don’t get that feeling that 
whatever our calls are, we are being ignored, and so on. 
At the same time of course the processes that have begun 
have opened up all sorts of possibilities for the govern- 
ment, and we are not opposed to that. We are not saying, 
look don’t meet them, don’t do this, don’t do that. It 
would be sheer nonsense to say that people should not 
meet the government when we are meeting it ourselves, 
you get the point? But at the same time, here we are 
talking about economic sanctions, and the broad cultural 
boycotts, and so on, and those are still are still going on. 
Of course, let the government continue acting, you see, 
and let it begin to recognize that it can’t find the 
solutions single-handedly, then together we will be able 
to face the world and say: Don’t apply sanctions to us 
any longer, thank you for what you did for us, we have 
reached the point of irreversibilty. What I’m trying to say 
is, there will come a time when indeed irreversibility is 
there, and is there for all and sundry to see, and you 
don’t have to be told that the change is come and it has 
come forever. 


[Richardson] Does the ANC not feel that we actually need 
that economic boom now more than we need sanctions? 


{[Maduna] Let’s be honest. We need a good level, I mean 
a high level of economic growth, there’s no doubt about 
it. But then again, economic growth for who? I know 
today some people would say, no man it’s the whole 
country. But, you see, there have been various economic 
booms in this country, and if you were to ask the 
ordinary man whether they benefited—they were not 
even aware that there was an economic boom because 
the economy has always been skewed in favor of white 
interest. You get the point? 


[Richardson] But do we have the time? At present we've 
got a whole generation of young people coming up who 
haven't been educated, and have not been trained. 


[Maduna] I agree with you, we have no time. Change 
must come now. [end recording} 


Black Sash Noies Change in Conflict Pattern 


MB2310092390 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] The pattern of the conflict in Natal has changed. 
Peter auf der Heide reports on the latest Black Sash 
report into the violence. 


[Auf der Heide] The report noted change starting in 
September, from direct attacks on people’s lives and 
heavy handed actions by state agents, to more covert acts 
of aggression. It gives the number of deaths in the Natal 
coastal area during the last two months as 258, and while 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 17 


this number is only marginally lower than previous 
months, fighting along the south coast and clashe: 
between youth in KwaMashu and the Richmond farm 
area are the main contributors to that figure. 


According to the report the monitoring of political 
unrest on the south coast is made more difficult by the 
fact that it is not always possible to determine the 
political affiliation of those involved in the violence. It is 
also suggested that criminal elements, such as the tsotsies 
[thugs], were exploiting the violence situation for their 
own ends. 


NGK Avoids Taking Stand Against Apartheid Laws 


MB2310152890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1636 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[By Dirk van Zyl] 


[Text] Bloemfontein Oct 23 SAPA—The General Synod of 
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk [Dutch Reformed 
Church] (NGK) on Tuesday [23 Oct] afternoon shied away 
from taking a definitive stance on condemning the Popula- 
tion Registration and Group Areas Acts, and merely “took 
note” of motions to this effect. 


Proponents of the latter line argued that the matter was 
too sensitive for the synod, and did not lie within the 
ambit of the NGK. 


The synod had before it two motions—one a shortened 
minority version—from its ad hoc advisory committee 
for current affairs, stating that the acts, or aspects 
thereof, were not acceptable on Christian-ethical 
grounds as they did not address the biblical norms of 
human dignity and justice. 


The motions stated that future legislation ordering 
society would only be acceptable if it took human dignity 
into account. 


Two amendments were proposed: 

—That the synod was aware of the government's inten- 
tions to scrap the acts and ask it to implement any new 
measures with the necessary compassion. 

—That it was not within the ambit of the NGK to say 
which laws should go and which stay, and that “note 
should only be taken” of the motions and the first 
amendment. 


The proposer of the second amendment said unless it 
was accepted, the church could be accused of “political 
opportunism” and of “grist after the mill,” in view of the 
government's declared intentions. 


Supporting the motions, Dr Dirk Hatting, western Cape 
moderator of the NGK, said the church was co- 
responsible for the politicians being in their present 
dilemma and should help them get rid of the acts. 
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Supporting the amendment that note merely be taken of 
the motions, former minister of agriculture and of trans- 
port, Mr Hendnk Schoeman, said the synod was not the 
place “where we conduct politics.” Another delegate 
warned that 400000 NGK members would not agree 
with the motions. 


“Let us not support the acts, but (yet) show a sensitivity to 
the issue.”” The “take note” a:‘nendment was accepted by a 
clear majority of the 381 dele zates in a show of hands. 


PAC Confirms Members Involved in Durban Attack 


MB24 10084490 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] The Pan-Africanist Movement [PAC] has confirmed 
some of its members were involved in the stabbing spree on 
Durban's beachfront earlier this month, but says the orga- 
nization wasn't directly involved. As Peter auf der Heide 
reports the organization has decided to defend the youths 
involved because they are recognized PAC members. 


[Auf der Heide] The spokesman for the PAC Youth 
Wing AZANYU [Azanian National Youth Unity] said 
although the organization dissociated itself from the 
attack during which one man was killed and seven othes 
injured, it had to defend the youths, as they were 
members of the PAC. 


Bongani Zungu said that even though some of those involed 
were wearing PAC T-shirts and had PAC membership cards 
in their possession when arrested, they had in fact been 
victims of disinformation by a religious fanatic. He denied 
that the [word indistinct] had acted on instructions from the 
PAC, and said his organization had no prior knowledge of 
the attack, and certainly did aot welcome it. He said the 
PAC did not believe in violence and would avoid action 
such as [word indistinct]. 


PAC’s Mothopeng Dies in Johannesburg 23 Oct 


MB2310171290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 23 SAPA—Pan Africanist Con- 
gress [PAC] leader Zeph Mothopeng has died. His death 
at 4.50pm on Tuesday [23 Oct] in the Johannesburg 
Hospital was confirmed by the hospitals superintendent, 
Dr Ari Kellen, and family members. 


Dr Kellen refused to give further details on his death. Mr 
Mothopeng was suffering from chest and lung cancer and 
acute pneumonia and was admitted to the hospital in a 
critical condition on Monday last week. 
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inflation Reverses Trend, Rises in September 


MB2310151590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1236 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 23 SAPA—South Africa’s infla- 
tion rate has reversed its downward trend and has 
climbed by 0.7 percentage points in September. The 
Central Staistical Service [CSS] states the rate of increase 
in the Consumer Price Index for the month was 14.3 per 
cent compared to the 13.6 per cent registered in august. 


CSS says that one of the biggest contribuiors again was 
food which showed a 17.3 per cent increase on Sep- 
tember of last year. Processed food was up by 17.1 per 
cent while unprocessed food was up by 17.2 per cent. 
The overall monthly increase in the CPI was 1.5 per cent 
while monthly increases of sugar were at 6.2 per cent, 
recreation and entertainment at 5.9 per cent, fats and 
oils at 3.1 per cent and fish and other seafood at 2.5 per 
cent. The running cost of tranpsort rose by 5.5 per cent, 
personal care and furniture by 3 per cent and fuel and 
power by two per cent. 


Overall, the inflation rate for the lower income group 
was 14.9 per cent, the middle income group faced a rise 
of 14.8 per cent and the upper income group one of 14.2 


per cent. 


Hardest hit area was East London where the cost of 
living rose by 15.4 per cent while the lowest was Bloem- 
fontein with 10.4 per cent. Pensioners were hardest hit in 
East London where their index was up by 15.4 per cent 
while those in Bloemfontein were lowest with an increase 
of 12 per cent. 


Press Reviews on Current Problems, Issues 


23 October 
MB2310130390 


{Editorial report] 
THE STAR 


Local Government Threatens To Collapse—“The time 
has come” for the government to “make an urgent effort 
to settle the crisis in black local authorities over non- 
payment of fees,” notes Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 23 October in a page 20 editorial. The black 
local government system is threatening to collapse and it 
can “only heighten the sense of confrontation that has 
developed at provincial and local-government level. 
Humane and wise negotiation is now needed to keep the 
structure operating until a more widely acceptable new 
system can be hammered out.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


RSA ‘Not Doing Badly’ for Pariah State—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 October in a page 8 
editorial states: “President de Klerk was in Morocco 
yesterday, and Nelson Mandela in Australia; over the 
weekend, a Soviet delegation left a d Swedish one 
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arrived. Bulgaria wants banking links and Poland is 
planning a trade fair in Pretoria. For a pariah state, we're 
not doing badly.” 


SOWETAN 


Editorial Opposes Township Councillors’ Resigna- 
tions—“Although Tom Boya’s resignation as mayor of 
Daveyton has to be praised, he needed pressure from a 
desperate community to make up his mind,” affirms 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 23 October in 
its page 6 editorial. Black local authorities “have been 
forced to carry the can and execute bad laws from 
Government.” Although it is “an unfortunate choice to 
make to reintroduce administrators into black town- 
ships,” CITY PRESS cannot see how “townships will be 
run if their officers resign.” 


CAPE TIMES 


De Kierk Must Expose Cooperation Bureau—Gerald 
Shaw writes in his “Political Survey” column on page 6 
of Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 19 October 
that “sooner or later” President F.W. de Kierk will have 
to publish the report of the Harms Commission, “living 
up to his promise to expose the CCB [Civil Cooperation 
Bureau] scandal ‘to the bone’. And he cannot fail to take 
appropriate action, whoever gets hurt." De Klerk 
“cannot duck it for much longer.” 


CITY PRESS 


Move To Nonracial Society ‘Irreversible’-—“Having 
opened their party to all races, we do not see how the NP 
{National Party] can still retain racist laws on the statute 
book,” declares a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg 
CITY PRESS in English on 21 October. While the NP 
may have “gone non-racial to gain international accep- 
tance,” CITY PRESS is “convinced the move towards a 
non-racial society is irreversible,” and is now “looking 
forward” to casting its votes for a party and leaders “of 
our choice.” 


Separate Amenities Act Abolished Without ‘Fanfare’— 
Khulu Sibiya writes in his “My Way” column on the same 
page the Separate Amenities Act, “like other unjust laws 
which have dehumanised blacks for more than 42 years, has 
been abolished without any fanfare from blacks.” However, 
“strong resistance and rumblings” have come from the 
Conservative Party. Nevertheless, when the discriminatory 
law was abolished “the skies did not fall. Whites did not 
turn black or blacks white.” Sibiya urges CP leader, Dr. 
Andries Treurnicht, to “take lessons from history across the 
Limpopo where Ian Smith said black majority rule would 
come over his dead body.” 


24 October 
MB2410104990 


{Editorial report] 
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THE STAR 


Petrol Price Increase Government ‘Abuse’—Referring to 
the recent gasoline price increase Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 24 October in a page 20 editorial 
says “motorists should stand up indignantly against the 
way the Government seems willing to abuse them for its 
own budgetary purposes.” “One of the problems of a 
petrol price rise is the ripple effect on consumer goods— 
prices that do not seem to come down when the petrol 
price drops.” 


Reservations About Proposed Municipal Force—A 
second editorial on the same page says if the idea of a 
municipal police force for Johannesburg is approved it is 
to be “welcomed, with some reservations.” The first 
reservation concerns funding of the proposed force, 
since “money saved on silly civic espionage will cover 
only a small part of the heavy capital and running costs.” 
A second reservation concerns the image of the proposed 
force, which should be “distinctive and ‘user-friendly’.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC, Inkatha Supporters Must Learn Political Toler- 
ance—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 24 
October in a page 8 editorial says the meeting between 
Nelson Mandela and Gatsha Buthelezi must be 
“directed towards reviving the culture of political toler- 
ance which decades of repression and militant reaction 
have all but smothered.” Although it ts “far too much to 
expect” the African National Congress (ANC) and 
Inkatha to end the violence on their own, the fact is 
“their supporters have, in one way or another, been 
involved in a great deal of it.” “The leaders of both 
parties have a great deal to teach their followers.” 


SOWETAN 


Mandela-Buthelezi Meeting ‘Vital’—““The arrangement 
for a meeting between Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi and 
Mr. Nelson mandela is belated but nevertheless vital,” 
notes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 24 October. “It is important, especially for 
the deputy head of the ANC, to be talking to Inkatha's 
chief as there is the general perception that the two 
organisations are a daggers drawn.” 


ILANGA 


Call for ‘Open’ ANC-Inkatha Talks—Durban ILANGA 
in Zulu for 18-20 October in a page 4 editorial says: 
“Talks between the Inkatha Freedom Party [IPF] and the 
ANC are most welcome, and must continue, in an 
attempt to find lasting solutions to problems.” “We 
Accept the confidentiallity of issues discussed, but feel 
some of the topics must necessarily be thrown open to 
the public and its opinions sought. We would not regard 
the talks as truely successful unless they culminate in a 
meeting between the IFP president Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, and Dr. Nelson Mandela, the deputy presi- 
dent of the ANC.” 
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Reportage on De Klerk’s Visit to Morocco 
WA2310173090 


For reportage on the visit by President F.W. de Klerk to 
Morocco, including reports on his talks with King Has- 
san, see the Morocco section of the 23 October Near East 
& South Asia DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Reportage on De Klerk’s Visit to Netherlands 
WA2410153790 


For reportage on the visit to the Netherlands by Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk and Foreign Minister Pik Botha, 
including reports on their welcome bv Netherlands 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers, demonstrations pro- 
testing their visit, and dinner speeches by Lubbers and 
De Klerk, see the Netherlands section of the 24 October 
West Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


* Zirconia Plant Planned; Sanctions Lifted 


91AF0049C Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 24-30 Aug 90 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Brian Schmidt: “SA [Republic of South 
Africa] Zirconia Busts U.S. Sanctions” 


[Text] The state-owned phosphate producer Foskor is 
building the world’s third largest fused zirconia plant in 
Phalaborwa. 


In its wake comes the news that South African zirconia is 
no longer on the U.S. sanctions list. 


The plant will be used to make partially stabilised 
zirconia (PSZ) and will be commissioned before the end 
of year. 


In a move which typifies Foskor’s determination to diver- 
sify its operations, the board of directors approved the 
PSZ-project in 1989. This paves the way for Foskor to 
increase its share of the rapidly growing zirconia market. 


New project manager Kim Hodierne has just returned 
from overseas where a massive agency network for the 
distribution of the product has been established. 
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“Most countries in the Far East and central Europe have 
expressed an interest in the added value product. 


“The good news is that South Africa is also no longer on the 
sanctions list for the export of zirconia to the United States. 


“The list was revised in accordance with their Anti- 
Apartheid Act of 1986,” says Hodierne. 


Public Law 99-440,section 303 (a) of the Act prohibits 
the importation of articles grown, produced, manufac- 
tured by, marketed or otherwise exported by a parastatal 
organisation of South Africa. 


Section 303 (2) (2) contains an exception to this prohi- 
bition for those strategic minerals for which the U.S. 
president has certified to the Congress that the quantities 
are essential for the economy or defence of America. 


Foskor has long been a producer of Baddeleyite, a 
naturally occurring zirconia mineral, as a by-product but 
the production is limited. To augment the Baddeleyite 
supply, technology was imported which will enable 
Foskor to produce PSZ products form zircon sand. 


The process requires the use of a specialised electric arc 
furnace which smelts zircon sand at a temperature of 
about 2,700 degrees Celsius. The molten zirconia is then 
cast in special moulds and allowed to cool under con- 
trolled conditions. 


Once cooled, the material enters the powder processing 
facility to be crushed, milled, screened and air classified 
prior to a complex high temperature annealing process. 


“The powders will be offered in sizes from 4 millimeters to 
less than 10 microns in diameter, the latter for the manu- 
facture of colour stains for the ceramics industry whilst the 
coarser products are destined for the refractories market. 


“At this stage the entire production is for export. 


“We are starting to encourage local refractory producers 
to use it but up to now the local market has not yet shown 
a demand for these materials. 


“The plant will be commissioned before the end of the 
year by a large Japanese company and we should be up to 
full capacity by early 1992,” says Hodierne. 


Government, UNITA To Meet in Lisbon Soon 


MB24 10063390 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] Quoting LUSA, the Portuguese news agency, 
ANGOP reports that the fifth round of Angolan Govern- 
ment-UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] peace talks is to begin in Lisbon in a 
few days from now. 


ANGOP reports that the Portuguese Government has 
already prepared documents concerning the military 
issues in a cease-fire, the political aspects involved in the 
peaceful normalization of life in the country, and 
UNITA's future status [words indistinct] will be (?dis- 
cussed) at the forthcoming round of talks in Portugal. 


Possible Postponement 
MB2310164890 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] The Angolan UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] movement's vice presi- 
dent, Mr. Jeremias Chitunda, says the Angolan Govern- 
ment has asked his movement to postpone the fifth 
round of peace talks which were to have been held in 
Lisbon this week. 


Mr Chitunda said the MPLA’s [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola] [word indistinct] to postpone 
the talks was a set back in the negotiation process. He 
said UNITA wanted a ceasefire before the end of the 
year, and national multiparty elections next year. 


The MPLA would have to recognize UNITA as a polit- 
ical party, and draw up an electoral calendar for 1991 as 
UNITA wants to conduct a political campaign in 
Angolan cities to canvas support for the first elections in 
the country since independence in 1975. 


Dos Santos Notes Need for Increased Production 


MB2410071190 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola}-Labor Party 
chairman and president of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
has said in Luanda that the plan of action currently imple- 
mented by the Angolan Government aims to increase the 
supply of nationally produced goods. 


The Angolan head of state said this yesterday wien he 
met with officials from a number of enterprises based in 
Luanda Province. 


Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, who toured 
those enterprises soon afterward, drew attention to the 
urgent need to increase the production and supply of basic 
consumer goods at a first stage to benefit the people 
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The Angolan head of state explained that (?it is espe- 
cially important) to replace imports. He noted that a 
major effort (7had been made) to increase the supply of 
consumer goods with imported merchandise. 


Speaking about his visits to some ecconomic units 
directly involved in the production of consumer goods, 
Angolan President Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
said that he had found that guidelines have been 
observed in the area of beverages, adding that great 
efforts have been made to increase beer production in 
particular, thereby reducing beer imports. 


Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos expressed 
his belief that these efforts will be extended to the areas 
of clothing and textiles, which have great potential that 
should be conveniently exploited. He said that the 
Angolan Government has been importing goods such as 
trousers, shirts, and other clothing when in fact we have 
the capacity to produce those goods. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos then noted the state 
sector's major involvement in (7bread production). He 
said decentralization efforts appear to be under way so 
that the capacity of other economic agents can be used. 


Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, head of the state and 
government, concluded by saying that the policy of 
entrepreneurial restructuring [words indistinct]. 


Army Reports Increasing UU NITA Terrorism 
MB2310072090 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Text] Lieutenant General Antonio dos Santos Franca 
Ndalu, FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Libera- 
tion of Angola] chief of general staff said in Namibe city 
today that UNITA's [National Union for the Total 


Independence of Angola] deeds run counter to all its 
propaganda that it defends peace in Angola. 


In an interview with the local media, Lt. Gen. Antonio dos 
Santos Franca Ndalu said that the Angolan National Army 
continues to respond correctly to enemy operations, in light 
of the growing wave of terrorism by the UNITA rebels. The 
Angolan Armed Forces are defending unprotected people 
and our economic infrastructures. 


Lt. Gen. Antonio dos Santos Franca Ndalu stressed that 
the FAPLA forces continue to show their morale and 
combat preparedness on every front, adding that the 
FAPLA officers, noncommissioned officers, and soldiers 
(%continue determined to annihilate) the rebels. 


The FAPLA chief of general staff also discussed issues 
connected with the drought and fatnine currently affecting 
the people. He is in Namibe Province within the framework 
of a visit of inspection, assistance, and control to military 
units in the southern region of the country. 
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Bank Lets People Use Fraction of Account Money 


MB2010080890 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 20 Oct 90 


[Excerpt] As of Monday, 22 October, bank branches will 
allow people to withdraw one eighth of the money they 
have in private current accounts. 


This was disclosed yesterday by Pedro com- 
sortial dlgoctos of tae Natioacl Beak of Aneta (DNAI 
and Paixao Junior, head of the BNA’s Branch Coordi- 
nation Department. They said people are only allowed to 
use one eighth of the money in private current accounts, 
acding that the other seven eighths will be transformed 
into six-month fixed deposits. [passage omitted] 


MPLA Troops Reportedly Attack Cunene Areas 


MB24 10061390 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in to Southern and 
Central Africa 0510 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] The RPA [People’s Republic of Angola] troops 
continue to attack UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola}-controlied areas in Cunene 
Province and southeast of Cuando Cubango. 


The enemy daily attacks our positions north of Caiundo, 
along Cuanza River, and south of Capico Catholic mission. 


In legitimate defense of the people, our armed forces 
inflicted severe human and material losses on the enemy 
on 22 October. 


VORGAN [Voice of Resisiance of the Black Cockerel] 
Cunene Province Correspondent Correia Victor reports 
that military columns carrying war materiel and military 
forces have been moving from Onjiva to Siebe, 
Namuandi, Ongwe, and (Sanducia) to carry out a mas- 
sive offensive on our areas. 


More Protests Over Currency Exchange Reported 


MB2310212190 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1905 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Jamba, Tuesday, October 23 ....... [Dateline as 
received] The devaluation of the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] currency is bringing 
about increased manifestations by the civilian population. 
The public is increasingly disapproving the MPLA 
regime’s decision to issue only five percent of the total 
amount, handed in, for exchange. 


Goods have become exceedingly exorbitant, and only 
senior MPLA government members have easy access to 
large amounts of new kwanzas notes, since the new 
currency came into circulation, on October |. KUP 
[Kwacha UNITA Press] correspondents say that a large 
group of marketeers at Calemo the Angolan central town 
of Cuito (Bie,) at the weekend gave chase to ihree 
government price control officers, who were trying to 
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enforce the new prices established by the Luanda author- 
ities. The incident later developed into a full scale 
demonstration, according to the correspondents. 


Mozambique 


President Begins Talks With Botswana's Masire 


MB2310191190 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Mozambique and Botswana began official talks at 
the highest level in Maputo this afternoon to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation. 


The Mozambican delegation led by President of the 
Republic Joaquim Chissano includes Transport and 
Communications Minister Armando Guebuza, Foreign 
Minister Fascoal Mocumb), as well as other party and 


goveruinent officials. 


The Botswana president, who arrived in Maputo this 
morning, leads a delegation that includes Minister of 
External Affairs Gaositwe Chiepe and Minister of 
Works, Transport, and Communications, Butale. 


At the opening session of the talks, President Chissano 
described his counterpart's visit as a positive move 
within the framework of efforts to bring better prospects 
to our people. President Chissano said: Botswana has 
already supported us in different ways—politically, mor- 
ally, and materially. The Mozambican head of state also 
said the prospects of cooperation between Mozambique 
and Botswana are good. He stressed that actions already 
carried out are encouraging. He added that cooperation 
between our two countries was being hindered by prob- 
lems of security on our side. 


In his brief speech, President Masire said that Mozam- 
bique is achieving progress in the process of search for 
peace. President Masire said: The problems facing your 
country also affect us, and the victories that you shall 
certainly achieve will equally be ours. 


The Botswana president arrived in Maputo today for a 
four-day official visit to our country. 


Also today, the Botswana head of state laid a wreath at 
the Mozambican Heroes’s Monument. This evening he 
is attending an official banquest hosted in his honor by 
President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano. 


Hosts Banquet 
MB2410074090 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 24 Oct 90 


[Text] Botswana President Quett Masire is scheduled to 
visit Tete and Sofa.a Provinces today within the frame- 
work of the continuation of the official visit he began to 
Mozambique on 23 October. 


In a banquet he hosted in honor of the Botswana head of 
state yesterday, President Joaquim Alberto Chissano noted 
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that the level of bilateral political and diplomatic relations 
should be extended to the economic and social sectors. 


The Mozambican head of state said there are areas where 
it is possible to expand cooperation, adding it was 
important to exploit as much as possible the complemen- 
tary nature of the two economies. 


Officer Says Bandits Come From Nearby Countries 


4JB2310134790 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Lieutenant Colonel Adriano Passanduca, military 
commander for Manica Province, has reported that 
several groups of armed bandits have been infiltrated 
into Manica Province from neighboring countries to 
Lt. Col. Adriano Passanduca disclosed that some 300 
bandits infiltrated from Rundanda administrative post, 
in Manica Province’s Sussundenga district, to sabotage 
the Beira Corridor’s operation. The Mozambican Armed 
Forces killed three of those armed bandits. 


Lt. Col. Passanduca also reported that the armed bandits 
received weapons from abroad in Guru, Manica Prov- 
ince. The military commander for Manica Province said 
this at a Manica Provincial Government meeting that 
analyzed the current political and military situation in 
this part of the country. 


Namibia 


24 Oct Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2310130590 


[Editorial report] 
TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Aid To Namibia Needs Open Budgetary Control— 
“Donors have an obligation to the Namibian people, not 
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THE NAMIBIAN 


JITA’s Mudge ‘Interfering’ in Government Business— 
Edito: Gwen Lister says in her “Political Pc spective” 
column on page 6 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 


WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 


‘Growing Discontent’ Over Government—Windhock 
WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English on 13 October in 
its page 10 editorial detects “a measure of arrogance on the 
part of those in executive positions in the governing body.” 
The country can “ill-afford a government whose principals 
are not given to humility, to the acceptance of realities, a 
ready ear for sound advice and a preparedness to manage 
the country’s affairs in consultation with colleagues, even if 
those colleagues are in the opposing political camp.” 
WINDHOEK ADVERTISER points out there is “growing 
discontent. Thousands of people have begun to taxc a new 
look at the DTA, and in an election on the basis of 
demarcation there could be trouble for SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization].” 
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The Gambia 


Rebel Group Agrees to Conditiona! Cease-Fire 


AB24 10073090 Paris AFP in English 2327 GMT 
23 Oct 90 


[Text] Banjul, Oct 23 (AFP)}—Liberia’s main rebel 
group, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL] 
has agreed to a proposal for a ceasefire in the West 
African country’s ten-month civil war. 


But the rebel group, led by Charles Taylor, have put 
some conditions which it was hoped could be satisfied 
Wednesday [24 Oct], said Gambian Foreign Minister 
Omar Sey, chairman of a standing committee on Liberia 
meeting here since Monday. 


A dissident rebel group and troops loyal to slain presi- 
dent Samuel Loe had already agreed to a ceasefire. 


The standing committee, set up by the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States (ECOWAS), on Monday 
put ceasefire proposals to each armed group in turn, in 
the presence of members of an ECOWAS-backed interim 
government, made up mainly of Liberian exiles. 


Doe Forces Set Conditions for Peace at Banjul 


AB2310214990 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Efforts to find a peaceful settlement to the war in 
Liberia are getting under way in the Gambian capital, 
Banjul, in the form of a two-day meeting, and at icast 
everyone is there this time: the ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] Mediation Com- 
mittee, comprising the foreign ministers of Ghana, 
Guinea, Sierra Leone, Gambia, and Nigeria; the interim 
government for Liberia that has been sponsored by 
ECOWAS; and both the rebel groups led by Prince 
Johnson and Charles Taylor respectively, although 
Charles Taylor says his people are just there to listen. 
The ultimate objective is a cease-fire, but it looks as 
though there is still a long way to go. From Banjul, 
Babacar Gueye telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The meeting began 
yesterday with a report from the ECOWAS executive 
secretary. This was followed by a report from General 
Arnold Quainoo and General Joshua Dogonyaro. It is 
not exactly known what transpired at the meeting. How- 
ever, reliable sources said that the two generals assured 
the ministers that Monrovia and its surrounding area, 
including the two airports and water supply, are now safe 
and under total ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Mon- 
itoring Group] control. The ministers then held a 
meeting with members of the interim government and 
delegates from Prince Johnson's group and the remnants 
of Samuel Doe’s forces. 
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Since this particular meeting is aimed at securing a 
cease-fire, it is good news that the six-man delegation of 
the Charles Taylor group has finally arrived in Banjul. 
The Taylor delegation is made up of Tom Woewiyu, 
Ernest Eastman, Laveli Supuwood, Samuel Dhokie, Dr. 
(Togu Mackintosh), and one communications person. 


It does look, however, as though the prospects of 
securing a formal cease-fire are not very promising. 
Already, representatives of Doe’s forces, which called 
itself the National Interim Defense Council of Liberia, 
had put out a strong position statement hurling invec- 
tives on both Charles Taylor and Prince Johnson. They 
have also put up nine conditions for peace in Liberia in 
which they insist that both Johnson’s and Taylor’s forces 
be disarmed and withdrawn to camps to be defined by 
ECOMOG,; and they are also insisting on wanting to 
share in the ECOMOG organizational structures. 


It is not yet known what the other parties are demanding, 
but the hope remains that at the end of the day, an 
agreement will be reached leading to the signing of a 
formal cease-fire. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Commentary Views Conference, Taylor’s Backers 


AB2310201090 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Afel Monie commentary] 


[Text] The settlement of the Liberian crisis has proved 
intractable despite the tenacious attempts both within 
and outside the West African subregion. Some people 
are, therefore, tempted to dismiss the latest attempt in 
the Gambian capital, Banjul, as another exercise in 
futility. But the latest report that Charles Taylor is 
sending representatives to the talks only to listen gives 
the political solution to the conflict some ray of hope. 


It is reassuring that certain countries in the West African 
subregion, notably Ghana, Nigeria, The Gambia, 
Guinea, Sierra Leone, and lately Mali, are not deterred 
by the magnitude of the problem confronting them to 
bring peace to beleaguered Liberia. In spite of his incon- 
sistency, one of the rebel leaders, Mr. Prince Johnson, 
has already sent a delegation to the Banjul talks. 


Despite softening his stand a little by agreeing to send 
representatives to the Banjul talks, Charles Taylor is yet to 
remove the stigma on his name as one of the main stumbling 
blocks to the end of the civil war. This he can do by not 
merely listening to the deliberations, but abiding by what- 
ever pragmatic formula being worked out. [sentence as 
heard] To the thousands of Liberians displaced and dehu- 
manized by the civil war, it simply defies common sense 
that Taylor should still stick to the military option when the* 
very people he claims he wants to redeem die of disease, lack 
of food, and other necessities of life. 
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At this juncture, it is very difficult to veil any attack 
against those countries which back Taylor to carry out 
his senseless mayhem and destruction. It is ironic that 
some countries should even deem it prudent to send 
troops to faraway Gulf to fight President Saddam 
Husayn’s Iraq while the carnage in Liberia continues a 
few miles across their borccrs. 


Significantly, the interim government of Liberia and the 
very people who are suffering as a result of the civil war 
rightly see the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] peacekeeping force as an essential part of 
the settlement in Liberia, unlike Taylor and his foreign 
backers. Despite its original peacekeeping posture, 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
has crossed the Rubicon to overcome all pockets of 
resistance to bring peace to Liberia, for its mission there 
is to create such a condition as will make it possible for 
food, medicine, and other essential items to be distrib- 
uted to the suffering people in Liberia and bring the 
country back to normalcy. 


To all parties to the Liberian civil war, the abject 
condition of their compatriots should urge them to 
negotiate a settlement at all cost. To Taylor, in partic- 
ular, the geographical area he controls should not be used 
as a leverage to hold Liberians to (?ransom). And to 
opponents of peace in the subregion, it should be pointed 
out that the time has come for them to be seen to be 
making concrete contributions to peace rather than 
attempting to reap publicity windfalls they have not 
sown. Summoning a controversial summit, ostensibly to 
assess the performance of ECOMOG when they are 
opposed to the peacekeeping idea is not the answer. 


As has been repeatedly pointed out, Liberia is an African, or 
more specifically, a subregional problem calling for a solu- 
tion within that context. The reconciliation of that option 
should be constantly maintained. But to those whose acts of 
Omission Or commission are prolonging the Liberian civil 
war, they will forever stand condemned at the bar of history 
for their insensitivity to humanity. 


PNDC Member Addresses Forum on Democracy 


AB2210220090 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Oct 90 


[Text] Ghanaians have been urged to think seriously 
about the practical meaning of democracy and help 
establish the kind of machinery that will ensure the 
country’s stability and steady socioeconomic develop- 
ment. The secretary at the PNDC [Provisional National 
Defense Council] Secretariat, Mr. Tsatsu Tsikata, made 
the call at a political forum organized by the Accra 
Metropolitan Authority at Teshie. 


The theme was: The Search for an Evolving Democratic 
Process. Mr. Tsikata explained that the term democracy 
should not be seen in a limited context as organizing a 
referendum, or two or more political parties. Democ- 
racy, he said, is part of everyday existence which 
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involves more practically the elected representatives’ 
response to the basic needs of the people. 


Mr. Tsikata said the heart of the matter is not just the 
call for political parties but how besi to come out of the 
problem of abject poverty. He declared, Ghanaians need 
to create and develop a democratic culture in a social, 
political, psychological, and economic lives by dealing 
individually with the question even in a home. 


Mr. Tsikata stressed that in a poor, underdeveloped 
country like Ghana, democracy should be established on 
a solid economic foundation for the total liberation of 
the less privileged in the society. He said Ghanaians’ 
sense of responsibility must drive them to understand 
the need for unity of purpose devoid of ethnic traits. 


A deputy secretary for CDRs [Committee for the 
Defense of the Revolution], Mr. Sam Garba, spoke on 
the topic: Civilian Regimes and Military Interventions. 
He said abject poverty and weak economic foundation 
often result in military takeovers. Mr. Garba said the 
issue at stake could be settled if the military is invc!ved 
in achieving better living conditions while acting as 
defenders of the people. 


During question time, speakers suggested that for 
democracy to thrive in the country, Ghanaians shouid 
work hard and share experiences together as one people. 


National Fuel Storage Network Said Planned 


AB2210224290 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Oct 90 


[Text] The government is to put in place a national strategic 
fuel storage network to enable the country store fuel for a 
long period. This was disclosed by the energy policy adviser 
to the Ministry of Fuel and Power, Dr. Charles Wireko 
Brobbey, in Accra. Tina Teweda has the story. 


[Begin Teweda recording] As oil prices rise due to the 
Gulf crisis, developing countries are finding it more and 
more difficult to sustain their energy policy and 
according to the energy policy adviser to the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power, Dr. Charles Wireko Brobbey, the full 
cost of procurement, refining, transport, and marketing 
of petroleum products must be met by those who use 
them in order not to put constraint on the national 
budget. He said at the moment, the Ghana National 
Petroleum Company [GNPC] is losing about 3 billion 
cedis every month because even though oil now sells at 
$42 per barrel, GNPC retails it at $25 a barrel. Dr. 
Wireko Brobbey said since the government can no longer 
continue subsidizing the price of fuel, it must find a 
strategy to deal with the problem. [passage indistinct] 
[end recc rding] 
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Guinea 


Liberian Interim Government President Meets Conte 


AB2310182490 Dakar PANA in English 
1732 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Conakry, 23 Oct (AGP/PANA)—The president of 
the interim government in Liberia, Amos Sawyer, has 
urged all the factions involved in the Liberian crisis to 
work together to reconstruct the country which has been 
destroyed by an unnecessary war. There is no winner in 
the war. We have all lost, Sawyer, who is currently on a 
visit to Guinea told newsmen in Conakry on Monday. 


Sawyer, a Liberian University professor, arrived in Con- 
akry Sunday and held long discussions with Guinean 
President Lansana Conte on Monday. Contents of their 
meeting were not made public. He said he came to thank 
the authorities and people of Guinea for the warm 
hospitality, the aid and assistance they accorded 
Liberian refugees in the country. 


Asked to say when the interim government would move 
to Liberia, Sawyer said it would be very soon, depending 
on the assurances of ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS) Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], currently engaged in a peace-keeping 
mission in the country. 


He said the interim government was currently discussing 
the possibility of its installation in Liberia adding that 
this would be possible as soon as food, water and 
electricity supplies are restored and security guaranteed 
for the people in Monrovia. On the immediate problems 
that his government would tackle, he said it would be 
reasonable to begin with the treatment of the wounds of 
the war notably, the provision of food and fuel for the 
population. 


He said the government was popular as it was set up with 
the support of six political parties and all the religious 
organizations and interest groups in the country. Sawyer, 
who is scheduled to leave Conakry for his base in Banjul 
Tuesday, also commended ECOWAS for what it called 
its responsible attitude to the peace initiative in Liberia 
and the formation of the interim government. 


Liberia 


Taylor Reiterates Commitment to Elections 


AB2310180890 Gbharnga Radio of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia in English 1900 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Text] The president of Liberia, His Exccllency Charles 
Gankay Taylor, has reiterated the commitment of the 
National Reconstruction Assembly to hold presidential 
elections within six months. He said the holding of free 
and fair elections within six months or not more then 
one year is to fulfill the desire to return Liberia to 
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democracy. President Taylor made the remark at the 
induction ceremony of the Interim National Reconstruc- 
tion Assembly yesterday. President urged the represen- 
tatives to uphold justice, fair play, honesty, and hard 
work as guiding principles in their deliberations. 


He said the government will restore law and order, 
repatriate Liberian refugees in neighboring countries, as 
well as restore confidence in the image of Liberia and 
Liberians. The president also said Liberia will remain 
committed to the principles of the United Nations, the 
Organization of African Unity, and the Nonaligned 
Movement, as well as honor all its international commit- 
ments. He said the government [words indistinct] in the 
policy of an independent [words indistinct]. He called on 
the international community to organize and supervise 
the presidential election in the country to give it all the 
necessary credibility the world deserves. 


Rebel Radio Claims 3 ECOWAS Planes Downed 


AB2310211190 Gbas”ea Radio of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia in English 1900 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] Three ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] fighter planes belonging to the Nigerian Air 
Force were shot down last weekend over the Paynesville- 
Do River area. The three F-14 compact fighter bombers 
{nomenclature, description as heard] were brought down 
by the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] Anti- 
Aircraft Battalion during the intensified bombing raids 
by ECOMOG on Monrovia. 


This brings to five the number of ECOMOG bombers 
brought down by the special forces anti-aircraft positions 
since renewed fighting in the wake of the break of the 
cease-fire by ECOMOG about a month ago. ECOMOG 
is still continuing to bombard civilian positions in a 
frantic effort to dislodge the NPFL around and in the 
Monrovia area. Situation reports from the front state 
that the ECOMOG forces, fighting alongside the rem- 
nants of the Doe forces and the breakaway Prince 
Johnson group, have been trying for the past two weeks 
to shift the cordon beyond the Spriggs Payne Airfield 
without success. 


Reports that the LBC [Liberian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion] studios have been captured by ECOMOG forces is 
not true. According to C.O. [Commanding Officer] 
(Edward Mare), commander of the NPFL First Bat- 
talion, the NPFL artillery positions have been forwarded 
considerably during the past 72 hours. 


In a related development, reports from the front com- 
mander describe as erroneous and sheer propaganda 
reports that the fight for Kakata is imminent. The front’s 
report further states that the NPFL security and battle- 
front positions in the Kakata-Bensonville corridor 
remain fully safe, with special forces continuing a fully 
[word indistinct] battle posture. There is no way 
ECOMOG troops can penetrate this corridor, a special 
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forces report said this morning. We will maintain this 
cordon around the ECOMOG boys until we wipe them 
out, the special forces commander said. He appealed to 
residents in Kakata, Bong Mines, and surrounding areas 
not to panic, as there is no cause to worry. 


Prince Johnson Rejects Charles Taylor Offer 


AB2310221190 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Liberia itself, you will recall that Charles 
Taylor created what he called a National Interim 
Assembly at Gbarnga including representatives from 
each of the counties, from the churches, and other 
bodies. He specifically set aside seats in the assembly for 
Prince Jonhson’s Independent Patriotic Front of Liberia. 
But today, Johnson has firmed rejected the offer, as Scott 
Sterns reports from Monrovia: 


[Begin studio announcer report] Prince Johnson rejected 
the offer of seats, saying that he could not be part of an 
administration ruled by a dictator who came to power by 
force of arms. Johnson does not recognize Taylor’s new 
capital, Gbarnga, and he has made a new call for Amos 
Sawyer’s interim government to proceed to Monrovia. 


As acting president, Johnson said he will not appoint a 
vice president or foreign minister as that will infringe on 
the responsibility of Sawyer’s interim government of 
national unity, which is meeting with other players in 
Liberia's conflict in Banjul this week. Doe is dead. There 
should be no more war, lie said, repeating promises to 
return to the barracks once Sawyer is inaugurated. 


Taylor claims to have advanced as far as the University 
of Liberia campus in August in his battle for the Execu- 
tive Mansion. Yet, he is now being pushed outside the 
city by Johnson and ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 
Johnson said that there is no reason his forces andt the 
ECOMOG troops should have any problem securing the 
rest of the country. I won the fight from Nimba, he said, 
and I will lead ECOMOG through secret routes in the 
bush to crush Taylor. He also announced plans to 
evacuate an estimated 1,200 nationals, mostly Ghana- 
ians, from the Fendell University campus on the out- 
skirts of Monrovia to the security of his base camp. More 
than 100,000 Liberians are said to be in the Fendell area. 


Having pushed Taylor out of Paynesville over the 
weekend, Johnson questioned the destruction that Tay- 
lor’s retreating fighters had left in their wake. Johnson 
also said that his Banjul delegation carried messages of 
democracy and peace and he again urged Sawyer to take 
responsibility fi r the distribution of relief supplies begun 
yesterday by the local special emergency food program in 
Monrovia. [end recording] 
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Taylor Inducts National Reconstruction Assembly 


AB23 10145890 Gbarnga Radio of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia in English 1900 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Text] Members of the National Patriotic Reconstruction 
Assembly have been inducted by the president of Liberia, 
his Excellency Charles Gankay Taylor, in the administrative 
building in Liberia’s new capital, Gbarnga. President Taylor 
performed the ceremony yesterday and the representatives 
to surmount the challenge of giving Liberia its [words 
indistinct]. The assemblymen will represent 12 of the 13 
counties of Liberia and six existing political parties. Addi- 
tional members are to be elected from among Liberian 
interest groups, including the labor unions, the National 
Teachers’ Association of Liberia, the Association for Con- 
stitutiona! Democracy in Liberia. 


The inducted assembly members include: Samuel N. Brown 
of Bomi; Henry T. Kuyon on P ong County; John D. Gray of 
Grand Cape Mount County; Wilmot N. Howard of Grand 
Bassa; Nyondweh Monkonmlah of Grand Kru County. 
Others are Augustine J. Zayzay of Lofa; Margibi’s Samuel T. 
Lawrence; Maryland’s M. Fulton W. Yancy, Jr; Montser- 
rado’s John Tolbert; Nimba County’s James (?Zoic); River- 
cess County's §. Geevon Smith; and Harrison N. Slewion of 
Sinoe County. 


Representatives of political parties include Jerome Clark 
of the Liberia Action Party; Francis Parker of the 
Liberian People’s Party; while the Liberian Unification 
Party is represented by J. Kerkula Gbantala Dolo; the 
Unity Party by W. Lawrence Goelon; the United Peo- 
ple’s Party by Sarah Massaquoi; and the National Dem- 
ocratic Party of Liberia is being represented by Mr. 
Kerkula Marbon. 


The Naticnal Patriotic Front of Liberia, which has five 
seais is being represented by President Taylor; Vice 
President Enoch Dogolea; Alfred Mehn, Miaway Garlea, 
and Putu Major. 


BBC Comments 


AB23 10120690 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Despite the presence of his delegation at the talks in 
Banjul, Charles Taylor seems determined to go it alone. He 
has now set up his own administration at his new headquar- 
ters at Gbarnga, about 100 miles northeast of Monrovia 
from where Mark Huband telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The people repre- 
sented at the moment are from the counties of Liberia, 
church men and other notables, all of whom live in the 
area controlled by Taylor. He has reserved a number of 
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seats for Prince Johnson’s Independent National Patri- 
otic Front and for opposition parties in exile under 
President Doe’s regime. 


This seems to be an attempt to create a broad-based 
interim assembly which would lead to the organization 
of elections between six months and a year from now. 
Taylor himself would be president of the assembly, the 
vice president to be Enoch Dogolea, another member of 
the Patriotic Front. 


Although, this seems like an attempt to create a broad 
base for the assembly, there seems likely to be a con- 
tinuing clash between Taylor and ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] who seem set on a collision course. Taylor 
said only yesterday, they may be able to push us out of 
the city, but they will never conquer us in the country- 
side. The experience of the Doe government forces over 
the last 10 months seems to prove that such a victory 
over Taylor’s forces would be extremely difficult. 


At present, it seems unlikely that Prince Johnson would 
send men to join Taylor’s forces, although for the first 
time, yesterday, Taylor conceded that Johnson might in 
fact still be alive. The two men remain opposed to each 
other’s position, Johnson refusing to accept Taylor as 
president of any interim government. 


Although Johnson sent men to the premeeting of the 
Banjul summit, it seems unlikely he will talk directly 
with Taylor. Although Taylor said yesterday that he 
would be sending a five-man delegation led by his 
foreign affairs spokesman, Ernest Eastman, their func- 
tion would simply be to listen and not to compromise 
Taylor’s stand in any way. [end recording] 


AFP Notes Ceremony 


AB2310124090 Paris AFP in English 1232 GMT 
23 Oct 90 


[By Richard Nyberg] 


[Text] Gbarnga, Liberia, Oct 23 (AFP)}—Ten months 
after launching his bid for the presidency, Charles Taylor 
has his own executive mansion, cabinet, legislature and 
constituency—but not in the Liberian capital. The 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel chief 
has had to set up his dream in this town 150 kilometers 
(95 miles) north of Monrovia, after a West African 
expeditionary force beat back his troops from the capital 
in three weeks of heavy fighting. 


The 6,000-strong expeditionary force, dispatched under 
the auspices of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) and comprising troops from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea, the Gambia and Sierra Leone, 
has driven the NPFL rebels out of Monrovia and is 
seeking to create a 20-kilometer (12-mile) buffer zone 
around the capital. 


Mr. Taylor conceded on Sunday that his troops may lose 
the “urban areas,” but would fight to the end in the 
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country’s bush. ““They may drive us out of Monrovia and 
Paynesville, but we will buckle down, and there will be 
no peace in this country,” he told journalists Sunday. 


Undaunted, the stocky 42-year-old guerilla, who 
appointed himself president of this war wracked West 
African state in July, moved on Sunday to consolidate 
his position by installing a 24-member national assembly 
under his leadership. For the occasion, he brought in 
about 250 area residents for a church service followed by 
an induction ceremony for five NPFL members, one 
elected representative from each of Liberia’s 13 counties 
and designates from six political parties. 


Christian hymns were sung as a dozen [words indistinct], 
members of the “junior commandos,” armed with 
Soviet-made AK-47 assault rifles paced in front of the 
stage where Mr. Taylor, his companion Agnes and other 
members of the cabinet took their places. Dressed in a 
white flowing African robe, the rebel chief, who says that 
he is a Baptist, sent a Bible around during the swearing- 
in ceremony for each of the new legislators to kiss, as an 
NPFL band played on. 


Mr. Taylor has worked to create a semblance of an 
administrative capital here in the Bong County head- 
quarters. Dozens of armed rebels guard his “Executive 
Mansion,” which is now filled with expensive furniture 
looted from a Monrovia store. The NPFL has organized 
a police department, whose officers wear numbered 
white T-shirts and carry automatic weapons. 


The rebels have also converted civilian vehicles to offi- 
cial service. A sporty white BMW with a flashing light 
fixed to its roof now bears the message: “The love of 
Major Taylor brought us here.” 


A huge banner calls on residents to “rally around Major 
Charles G. Taylor for a better Liberia,” and a captured 
radio station here keeps the public informed of NPFL 
activities. 


The NPFL has set up clearly-marked checkpoints 
throughout northern Liberia. Rebels bearing shotguns or 
machine pistols scream out, “advance and be recog- 
nized” as vehicles approach. But it was difficult on 
Tuesday to determine the size of Mr. Taylor's constitu- 
ency in northern Liberia. 


The NPFL leader, who holds a master’s degree in ecc- 
nomics from Bentley College in Massachusetts, claims 
that thousands of Liberians have returned to rebel held 
territories in recent weeks. 


But relief officials in Ivory Coast said on Sunday that the 
number of refugees who had left Liberia for the country had 
swelled to over 200,000 and that an estimated 100,000 
refugees were in Sierra Leone and some 300,000 others in 
Guinea. About | ,000 refugees had been arriving daily in the 
Ivory Coast since July, the officials said. 


An AFP correspondent travelling in neighboring Nimba 
County saw a few Liberians in villages destroyed and 
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abandoned in the first weeks of the fighting with loyalist 
Liberian Government troops of President Samuel Doe 
who was killed iast month in Monrovia by a rival rebel 
group led by Prince Johnson. But the markets were 
virtually empty except for an occasional stand selling 
tomatoes or bananas. 


Mr. Taylor said he plans to rule Liberia from his capital 
until the international community can “come in and declare 
a cease-fire” to pave the way for “open elections under the 
auspices of the United Nations” within 12 months. 


Taylor Names Commissions To Restore ‘Normaicy’ 


AB2310181390 Gbarnga Radio of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia in English 1900 GMT 22 Oct 90 


[Text] The Government of Liberia has announced the 
setting up of three national commissions to help restore 
normalcy in the country. President Charles Gankay 
Taylor named them as the National Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Commission; the National Repatriation 
and Resettlement Commission; and the National Recon- 
ciliation Commission, in a statement shortly after the 
induction ceremony of the members of the National 
Patriotic Reconstruction Assembly. 


The Rehabilitation and Reconstruction will be respon- 
sible to restore basic utilities, clean up villages and towns 
as well as repair physical damages, the president said. He 
said the National Repatriation and Resettlement Com- 
mission will be tasked to mobilize and manage the 
distribution of Liberia’s basic human resources and 
goods. The body will also facilitate the repatriation of 
Liberian refugees abroad. 


The president said the National Reconciliation Commis- 
sion will have the mandate to continue the peace process 
aimed at returning the country to constitutional democ- 
racy. The commission will also be charged with healing 
inter-ethnic wounds in order to give all Liberians a sense 
of belonging in the country. 


Mali 


Burkina’s Compaore Meets Press, Traore 


AB2310200090 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[Text] This morning, Captain Blaise Compaore, 
chairman of Burkina Faso’s Popular Front, arrived in 
Bamako for a few hours’ working visit. He was welcomed 
at the Bamako-Senou International Airport by President 
Moussa Traore, supported by the constituted, consular, 
and diplomatic corps as well as a large crowd of Burk- 
inabe (?nationals living) in Mali. 


In an interview, President Blaise Compaore disclosed 
that a summit of the Economic Community of West 
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African States [ECOWAS], currently being prepared, 
would be held soon, probabaly in Bamako. This summit 
will examine, among other issues, the situation in the 
subregion. We will listen to President Blaise Compaore 
speaking to Oumar Toure: 


[Begin recording] [Compaore] I must first of all state 
how happy I am to be here in Bamako and especially to 
be able to continue the series of discussions which we 
have always held with our brother, President Moussa 
Traore, on issues relating to cooperation between our 
two countries, as well as relating to the international 
situation in our subregion. Thus, we are here precisely to 
continue these contacts and exchange of views with a 
view to exploring avenues for strengthening this cooper- 
ation between our two countries and the great friendship 
between Mali and Burkina Faso and between our two 
brotherly peoples. 


We will also definitely discuss the main problems of our 
subregion—including, of course, not only natural prob- 
lems like those connected to the drought, the poor 
pattern of rainfall, and the environment, but also polit- 
ical issues like the life of ECOWAS, particularly with 
regard to the conflict in Liberia at the moment. Indeed, 
we have for some time now had contacts with other 
heads of state, and I think a heads-of-state summit is 
being prepared, and in this regard, we will continue 
discussions with President Moussa Traore. 


[U xidentified correspondent] Where will this summit be 
held? 


[Compaore] The heads of state will decide in a few days 
time. 


[Correspondent] And where will they decide to meet? 


[Compaore] Well, at any rate, it will be within the 
ECOWAS. [laughter] In Bamako, for example, or in 
Ouagadougou, or anywhere else within ECOWAS. 
[laughter] [end recording] 


After the welcoming ceremony, Presidents Moussa 
Traore and Blaise Compaore held private discussions at 
the Koulouba Palace. Simultaneously, the Malian and 
Burkinabe delegations held a working session in the 
Council of Ministers Hall. The two heads of state will 
hold a second round of discussions this afternoon before 
President Compaore leaves for Ouagadougou. 


Nigeria 


Commentary Views Ivory Coast Role in Conflict 


AB2310122090 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 23 Oct 90 


[By Reginald Okochie] 


[Text] Although ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] was set up primarily for the social 
and economic integration and prosperity of the subre- 
gion, the economic union had its political undercurrent. 
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This must be so because economic cooperation among 
nations does not exist in a vacuum. There must be 
political understanding for any meaningful economic 
integration to take place. Sadly however, experience in 
ECOWAS has been a matter of grave concern. 


In the past five years, many political crises have rocked 
the community. These included the invasion of Togo by 
rebels in the mideighties, the Liberia-Sierra Leone con- 
flict, the assassination of Captain Thomas Sankara of 
Burkina Faso, and the Senegal-Mauritania conflict of 
late last year. But none of these conflicts has threatened 
the solidarity of ECOWAS like the Liberian civil war. 


The genesis of the Liberian crisis is that Liberian rebels, 
wanting to oust the regime of late President Samuel Doe, 
assembled in neighboring Ivory Coast and from there, 
they launched their military assault in December last 
year. Since then, that West African nation has been 
turned upside down with nearly 10,000 people, including 
foreigners, killed either by starvation or in the senseless 
war. Hundreds of thousands of other Liberians were 
forced out of their country by the war. And the most 
disturbing fact is that the opposition to the peacekeeping 
operations of ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] is threatening to divide ECOWAS along 
linguistic lines. This division would have come to a head 
on the 15th of this month with an extraordinary 
ECOWAS summit which, from all indications, would 
have been attended by only French-speaking West 
African countries. Happily, wise counsel prevailed and 
that summit scheduled for Yamoussoukro was canceled. 


The fundamental question is not whether Liberians have 
a right to remove their leader, but should an ECOWAS 
country provide a haven for the military invasion of 
another member state? It was in an effort to prevent such 
subversive activities that all members of the community 
signed a protocol on nonaggression in Lagos in 1978. In 
addition, last year’s ECOWAS summit in Ouagadougou 
adopted a resolution calling on members not to allow 
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their territories to be used as launching pads for aggres- 
sion against one another. The Togolese leader, President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, who was in Lagos last week, 
blamed most of the cross-border conflicts in the subre- 
gion on the total disregard for the nonaggression treaty. 


President Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast is an 
African leader who enjoys tremendous respect from his 
colleagues. Perhaps it was for this traditional African 
respect for elders that this year’s ECOWAS’ summit in 
Banjul, The Gambia, did not consider it appropriate to 
apportion blame to the eldest statesman and one of the 
founding fathers of the community. However, in African 
society, it is the wisdom of elders that is needed in times 
of crises. When the exuberance of young men leads them 
into avoidable conflicts, it is usually the elders that call 
for a truce. President Felix Houphouet-Boigny can do 
that not only for the suffering people of Liberia, but for 
the whole of the West African subregion. Since President 
Doe, who was the major target of Charles Taylor, has 
paid the supreme sacrifice in the civil war, the rebel 
leader should be persuaded to stop hostilities. 


ECOWAS nations should heed the joint call by Nigeria 
and Togo to stop all arms supplies to the Liberian rebel. 
There is no reason for us in our present stage of under- 
development to dissipate scarce resources on civil strifes 
when other nations of the world are forging economic 
blocs for a better future. It is, therefore, hoped that the 
meeting of the ECOWAS mediation committee and the 
proposed extraordinary summit of the community will, 
once and for all, resolve the Liberian crisis. There is no 
doubt that the civil war has distracted the attention of 
governments in the subregion from the pursuit of efforts 
aimed at economic development and social integration. 
In the words of President Ibrahim Babangida, the 
Liberian crisis is the first active test of the resolve, 
maturity, and political will of ECOWAS leaders to 
peacefully settle their own problems. This maturity 
should not elude our leaders at this critical moment. 
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